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God is still 
speaking.  

No matter who 
you are or 
where you are 
on life’s jour-
ney, you are  
welcome here.�

�

Worship at  

9:30 a.m.             

 

Worship is at   9:30 
a.m. through   

August 15. On Sun-
day, August 22,  

worship will go back 
to 10:45 a.m. to  
coincide with the 
Ames Community 
School and Iowa 
State University 

school year.  

Ecumenical Worship at Bandshell Park August 1 
First United Methodist, First Christian and the United 
Church of Christ – Congregational will hold a com-
bined worship service Sunday, August 1 at Bandshell 
Park, Sixth Street and Duff Avenue in downtown 
Ames. The service begins at 9:30 a.m. 
  

Worship will include a music combo led by Michael 
Golemo, Professor of Music and Director of Bands at 
Iowa State University. Expect some Dixieland, jazz 
and American folk tunes before, during and after the 
service. There will be a songfest, time for children, a 
baptism and communion. The public is invited to bring 
lawn chairs and enjoy worship outdoors. In case of 
rain, worship will be at First United Methodist Church, 
516 Kellogg Ave. 

  

GALACTIC BLAST! 
August 2-6 all of our children Pre-School 
through 5th grade can enjoy a week that is 
"out of this world" at Vacation Bible School! 

We will meet right here in the UCC sanctuary every 
day at 9:00 a.m. (until noon) with our friends from First 
United Methodist and First Christian Church! All week 
long we will learn more about praising God through 
stories, drama, crafts, and even games! It©s not too 
late to sign up!!!   See Hannah if you have any ques-
tions! 
  

Worship moves to 10:45 a.m. starting Sunday, 
Aug. 22 
On Aug. 22 Hannah Hannover will be preaching. 
Colby Kegley will be the organist. 
  

It’s Rummage Sale Time! 
Friday, August 13 from 4-8 p.m.   

Saturday, August 14 from 8 a.m.-12 noon                  
in Fellowship Hall 

See page 7 for how you can help.  
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FROM THE 

PASTOR 

Unity in the Body of Christ 
  

I . . . beg you to lead a life worthy of the calling to which you 
have been called, with all humility and gentleness, with pa-
tience, bearing with one another in love, making every effort 
to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. There 
is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to the one 
hope of your calling, one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one 
God and Father of all, who is above all and through all and in 
all.  Ephesians 4:1-6 

  

The Apostle Paul reminds us that there is one church united by the Spirit. 
That is not what we see when we look around. We see many different 
churches. And we notice that there are many differences in theology, wor-
ship practices and opinions about social issues.  Our joint worship with 
First Christian Church – Disciples of Christ during July and our worship in 
Bandshell Park including First United Methodist Church as well helps us 
affirm a unity that transcends our differences. There are other Christian 
churches in our community we would be comfortable in worshiping with 
and we have in events such as community Thanksgiving worship. But 
there are churches unwilling to worship with others. 
  

A commitment to greater unity is built into the character of the United 
Church of Christ. Jesus prayer, “that they may all be one,” is a hope that 
has often been lifted up as an important focus for us.  Of course we are 
not so naïve as to believe all Christians will someday be united in one 
large organization. That won’t happen and might not be a good thing any-
way. However it is important to remember that there is an invisible unity 
that transcends our differences. That unity of the Spirit is made more visi-
ble when we dare to believe God is at work even in churches very differ-
ent from us.  
   

When we are gracious enough to embrace our own theology, worship 
styles, and social values without insisting that we are right and everyone 
else is wrong, we affirm the unity of the Spirit. When we worship with our 
neighbors we are reminded of the unity Paul speaks about. In this small, 
but important way, we affirm that there is “one Lord, one faith, one bap-
tism, one God . . . of all”. 
  

Rev. Paul Johnson 
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Church Receives Proceeds from Charitable Remainder Trust 
Keith and Miriam Dickson, long-time Ames UCC members, set up 
a charitable remainder trust with the United Church of Christ that 
allowed them to distribute the trust principal to several charities. 
“My parents spent a great deal of time deciding how they wanted to 

give this money,” Jim Dickson said.  
   

Keith and Miriam established their gift in 1994 and received annual income 
through their lifetimes. The principal was distributed after Miriam’s death. 
Forty percent went to Mayflower Homes and 10 percent each to the Iowa 
UCC Conference; Osage, Iowa UCC (Keith’s home church); Denmark, Iowa 
UCC (Miriam’s home church); Ames UCC and the former Homeland Board 
of World Ministries (national UCC). The final 10 percent was split between 
the Masonic Lodge in Ames and the Eastern Star Home in Boone. 
   

The Ames UCC has received a check for $14,802. The Dickson children 
and grandchildren have suggested the money could be used to purchase 
and install a canopy over the southeast double door entrance. The canopy 
was one of the projects in the Third Century Capital Campaign that was not 
funded and has since been on the church’s wish list. The Ames UCC Prop-
erty Board is working to get a current estimate for purchasing and installing 
the canopy.  
  

For more information on charitable life-income gifts (gift annuities, unitrusts, 
annuity trusts, pooled income fund), contact the UCC financial development 
ministry at (800) 846-6822 or giving@ucc.org, or on the web at 
www.ucc.org/giving.  

 

2009 Contributions Recognized 
The annual report of support from the Chicago United 
Eden (CUE) seminaries of the United Church of Christ 
thanked 72 Iowa churches for providing almost $69,000 
in 2009. The Ames UCC was one of 26 churches that 
gave more than $1,000 and one of 23 churches that pro-
vided new or increased support.  

  

The Ames UCC received certificates for basic support of Our Church’s 
Wider Mission (OCWM) in 2009 of $25,813 and for being a ‘Five for Five’ 
congregation supporting OCWM and all four special offerings of the United 
Church of Christ (One Great Hour of Sharing, Strengthen the Church, 
Neighbors in Need and the Christmas Fund).  
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From the Moderator 

Pastor Photo Gallery Wall to be Repaired 
The south wall in the parlor area with a gallery of Ames UCC 

ministers needs plastering and painting. The Property Board is in 
charge of the work. As many of you know, the photo gallery is not up to 
date. Member Services Board will work on finding photos of the pastors 
who need to be added and decide when the photos will go back up on the 
wall. In the interim, the Property Board will decide what hangs on that wall.  
  

Correction to Pastor’s Pay 
Working on the church profile in preparation for the search for a new pas-
tor reveals many things. And the latest is that we’ve inadvertently not paid 
Paul Johnson the amount in his contract. There’s a section of the church 
profile that asks if we follow conference compensation guidelines. My draft 
answer for others to review was that we were 12% below the guidelines 
and that’s when the emails started flowing about how I arrived at that fig-
ure.  
  

As several of us reviewed Paul’s contract and our financial records, we 
found we inadvertently had paid Paul $5,500 less per year than his con-
tract states. The Financial Stewardship Board dealt with the issue at its 
July meeting, voting to rectify the error and pay Paul more than $12,000 in 
back pay in a manner acceptable to him. Paul’s preliminary decision was 
to receive half the amount this year and the balance next year. The budget 
approved by the congregation in December 2009 had the correct annual 
amounts for the minister’s salary and benefits.  
  

Parental Leave for Hannah Approved 
At the May Executive Board meeting, the Christian Education Board 
brought a motion for parental leave for ministers. Executive Board decided 
the church should look at church policies for vacation and sick leave be-
fore it set a church parental leave policy. The premise was if sick leave 
and vacation time are adequate for employees to bank time off, we would 
not need a parental leave policy. Because we don’t have adequate policies 
in place, Executive Board voted to give Hannah Hannover, Minister to Chil-
dren and Youth, eight weeks of paid parental leave.  
  

Rich Fellingham from Worship and Music Board and I met after he con-
sulted an attorney who helped Iowa Special Olympics work on its leave 
policy. At the July Executive Board meeting, the board reviewed a sug-
gested cohesive schedule of holidays, vacation and sick leave for staff 
who work more than half time. This will become part of a personnel policy 
for the church.  

--Lynette Spicer, moderator 
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Search Committee Update 

The transition team of Ellen Barnhart, Nolan Dickson, Paul Johnson,   
Lynette Spicer, Carl Tipton and Linda Voit met and wrote a position de-
scription for the senior pastor to be included with the church profile. The 
search committee is receiving lots of good data back from various boards 
as well as all the gathering survey sessions to which everyone was in-
vited. The input has been extremely useful for the search committee to 
begin to better understand our diverse congregation and to formulate re-
sponses for the church profile. The search committee continues to meet 
every two weeks to determine how best to communicate the gathered in-
formation for potential ministerial candidates. 
--Phil Spike, Chair  

 

 
  

Income Highlights Jan. through June 2010 

             2010             2009    Difference 

Operating Budget 
Pledges  $     127,822   $     128,764   $          (942) 

Non-pledge Contributions  $         8,935   $         4,873   $        4,062  

Rent  $         3,503   $         3,695   $          (192) 

    

Outreach Beyond the Budget   
Communion Fund  $         1,129   $         2,341   $       (1,212) 

Blanket Sunday  $         1,356   $         1,815   $          (459) 

Food Shelf  $             45   $            360   $          (315) 

One Great Hour of Sharing  $         2,409   $         2,011   $           398  

Strengthen the Church  $         1,202   $         1,147   $             55  

    

Memorials  $         5,076   $         1,545   $        3,531  

Trust  $       14,802   $              -     $       14,802  

--Nancy Heathman, Financial Secretary 

 

 

 

 

Statements are available at the back of the sanctuary. 
  

Financial Stewardship Board 
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Second Quarter Financial Report as of June 30, 2010 
Contributions    $129,192  114.4% 

Investments           $481   

Total Operating Income   $133,563  113% 

Expenses    $132,004  105.3% 

Net Gain                           $    1,558 
  

For 2010, our church budget has an operating income of $259,923 based 
on pledges and other projected income. Budgeted expenses of $271,290 
would produce a deficit of $11,367.   Currently, the operating fund is in the 
black due to contributions running above the projections. Offsetting this, 
though, are expenses that have also been exceeding the budget. Ex-
penses usually are less during the second quarter, but so is our income as 
worship attendance is usually lighter during the summer months. As de-
tailed in an article from the moderator in this newsletter, an error was dis-
covered in Pastor Paul’s compensation. This was due to an inadvertent 
computational error made as data was entered into the computerized pay-
roll processing program. This error occurred at the beginning of Pastor 
Paul’s tenure but, unfortunately, was not noticed until this past month. The 
issue will be rectified in the coming months. The impact on the operating 
budget will be reflected in future financial reports. 
  

--Greg Lamont, Treasurer 

 

 

 

Learning Center Adult Forum in Fellowship Hall 
The program begins at 9:30 a.m. and is preceded by a continental break-
fast of doughnuts, pastries, bagels, coffee, tea and juice. The breakfast is 
served by members of the group on a rotating basis and is supported by a 
free will offering.  

Aug. 22 Coffee Klatch (A casual social gathering for coffee and conversa-
tion) 

Aug. 29 Living Your Faith: Materialism and Spending are Out of Vogue - 
Lynette Spicer 

Sept. 5 no program 

Sept. 12 Intergenerational program 

Sept. 19 Valuing Church Employees through Compensation and Benefits - 
Cornelia Flora  

Sept. 26 Perspective on the Gulf Crisis - Art Pohm and Ken Birt 

 

 

 

Christian Education Board 
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Oct. 3 Immigration, an AMOS Perspective - Joyce Hertz  

Oct. 10 Separation of Church and State - Matt Potoski 

Oct. 17 Stewardship - Financial Stewardship Board 

Oct. 24 Are We a Supportive Congregation? - Alicia Cast 

Oct. 31 Journeys of Faith - Doug and Nancy Heathman 

Nov. 7 to be announced 

Nov. 14 to be announced 

Nov. 21 The 2011 Ames UCC Budget 

Nov. 28 no program 

 

 

 

Green Team 

Check Out the Church’s New Rain Barrel!  
Stop and look over our new rain barrel near the east double-
door entrance to the church. Rain barrels are systems that 
collect and store rainwater from rooftops for watering lawns 
and gardens. They are an effective way to store water in 
times of plenty and prepare for dry weather. In addition rain 

barrels can reduce the velocity of water entering local rivers and 
streams, store high-quality water for lawn and garden use, direct runoff 
away from building foundations, and reduce water and sewer bills. Ted 
Peterson drove to Des Moines to pick up the barrel at Rain Barrels Iowa 
and used funds from a designated donation to the church. It was in-
stalled on July 3 by Jerry Chase, Paul Clark, Ted and Lucas Peterson.  

--- Donna Starck  
   

Third Annual UCC Attic to Basement Rummage Sale  
We need boxes, paper sacks and plastic bags. Want to 
help? We will set up Monday, August 9 through Friday, Au-
gust 13 from 9 a.m. to noon. Please let Barbara Yungclas, 
(515) 292-9274, know when you can volunteer before, dur-
ing and after the sale. Sale proceeds will be used to pur-

chase an automated external defibrillator (AED) for the church. Twenty 
percent of the money raised will go to outreach.  
  

Suggested donations: Gently-used clean clothing and shoes (It’s 
helpful if you mark sizes and have items on hangers if appropriate); 
jewelry; linens and bedding; collectibles and antiques; books and 
DVDs; kitchen items including dishes, flatware and glasses, appliances 
in working condition; pots and pans; office equipment and supplies; 
decorative and holiday items; small furniture; lawn and garden tools; 
decorative items; board games, puzzles, dolls, toys and games and 
sports equipment. 

Communities of Interest 
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STAFF: 

Ministers    Rev. Paul A. Johnson, Interim Minister 

                                    Hannah Hannover, Children & Youth Minister 

Secretary                                        Becky A. Bridges 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 

Moderator                                                                       Lynette Spicer 

Member Services                                                          Kristin Shields 

Worship & Music                                                               Sue Lamont 

Property                Roger Parmenter, Greg Luecke, Mary Weisgram 

Financial Stewardship                                                      Joyce Hertz 

Christian Education                                Chuck Mulford, Eric Abbott 

Social Justice and Outreach                                              Tom Hertz 

Association and Conference Delegate                               Phil Spike 

Clerk                                                                        Kathie Drummond 


