
Please Join Us This Christmas Season!!              
 

Children Experience Advent through Godly Play 

Children ages 4 years through 5th grade are invited to join Genya Coffey and Hannah Hannover upstairs following 
the children’s lesson in worship each week during Advent. We will wait, and wonder, and journey towards the 
light as we learn about what each candle represents. 
 

December 7 Congregational Meeting following worship 

We will discuss and vote on the 2015 budget and nominations for team leaders and officers for 2015. The meeting 

will be brief. 

December 14 Children’s Christmas Program: The ABC’s of Christmas 

Sunday, December 14, at 10:45 a.m. our children will share with you The ABC’s of Christmas! It is a delightful way 

to tell the Christmas story through our ABC’s. The children have been working hard and are excited for you to 

come to worship and hear what they have been learning. The remaining parts of the service will be lead by the 

youth group. This will be a fun way to prepare for Christmas! We hope you’ll join us! 

December 21 Chancel Choir Christmas Program 

The Chancel Choir will lead worship on Sunday, December 21, at 10:45 a.m. presenting In the First Light, arranged 

by Tom Fettke. This Christmas cantata incorporates familiar carols such as Angels We Have Heard on High, and 

introduces new music for traditional texts such as For Unto Us a Child Is Born, O Little Town of Bethlehem, Gloria 

and more! 

December 24 Christmas Eve Candlelight Service at 7:00 p.m. 

 

December 25 Christmas Day—Merry Christmas to All!!            
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FROM THE INTERIM PASTOR 

Preparing for the Birth 

 
At this time of year, I am reminded of the diversity of viewpoints that scripture gives us on Jesus’ birth. 

 

Mark, the earliest Gospel, is silent about the Nativity. Jesus appears fully-grown and ready for ministry. 

 

John, the latest Gospel, takes a theological approach. He’s not interested in the infant Jesus, but in Jesus’ 
connection to the concept of an eternal Logos, or “Word” of God. 

 

Matthew and Luke, on the other hand, are very interested in the baby—but they tell their stories from 
very different perspectives. Matthew tells the story through Joseph’s eyes. He’s the one who gets visited 
by an angel, first to assure him of the holy nature of Mary’s pregnancy, and later to warn him that the baby 
is in danger at Herod’s hands. 

 

Luke tells the story from Mary’s perspective. The angel visits her with the big news, and we witness her 
faithful response. We also get an inside look into her friendship with her pregnant cousin, Elizabeth, as 
Mary rushes to visit her and pour out her joy about God’s blessing (while the babies kick away inside their 
mothers’ wombs). 

 

If the Gospel writers are free to tell the story from so many different perspectives, certainly we are free to 
hear the story from our own perspectives. So how do you hear the story, and where do you connect with 
it? What hopes or fears does it awaken in you?  

 

At Christmas, the important thing isn’t so much how the baby came to be born thousands of years ago, but 
how that baby’s life continues to bring faith to birth in each of us. So, however you understand Christmas, 
may this Advent season be a time in which your faith may be born anew. 

Blessings,  

Terry                                                                      
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From the Minister to Children and Families 

Our new Godly Play curriculum has gone even better than we expected this fall! We have told lots of 
wonderful stories from the Bible and had many engaging conversations. We can see that this cur-
riculum is helping our children to start thinking more deeply about what these stories mean to 
them. We are looking for more adults to help lead stories on Sunday mornings. If you have any in-
terest in being involved, please talk to Genya Coffey or me. You will be so touched by what these 
stories will bring to light and what these children will teach you! 

--Hannah Hannover 

 

From the Youth Minister 

We are having a fabulous time in Youth Group this fall! We are busy making plans to paint our youth 
room and dream up a mission trip for this upcoming summer! Our annual Christmas Party will be at 
the home of Nathan and Hannah Hannover on Sunday, December 14 at 6:00 p.m. There will be 
food, games, and lots of fun! We will resume Youth Group again on Sunday, January 11. All youth 
grades 6-12 are invited to join us each Sunday at 6:00-7:30 p.m. We would love to have you! 

--Emily Kenneke 

 

 

 

 

Invitation and Welcome                                

Come Explore Membership! 

Are you interested in becoming a member, or just curious about what membership 
means in the UCC? Then come to Membership Exploration Class! These classes will 
be an opportunity to learn about the church, get to know other newcomers as well 
as some long-time members, and come away with a clearer sense of your own spiri-
tual journey. 

 

These classes truly are an exploration: you don’t have to be ready to sign on the dotted line to at-
tend!  Classes will be 12:00-1:00 p.m. on January 4, 11, and 18, with lunch and childcare provided. 
We will meet in the Fellowship Hall. 
 

We hope you will come and explore with us! 

January 25, 2015,  Potluck following worship with our  

Annual Meeting starting at 1:00 p.m 
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Christian Education 

Adults Can Learn Something New Every Sunday at Learning Center  

Continental breakfast at 9:00 a.m., program begins at 9:30 a.m. in Fellowship Hall. 

 November 30 – no program 

 December 7 - Human trafficking presented by a representative from Youth & Shelter Services 

 December 14 - A program on the work of Habitat for Humanity 

 December 21 and 28 - no programs  

 January 4 - Journeys of Faith – two members of the congregation will talk about their faith journeys 
and outlook for the future 

 

Library News                                           

Christmas Books 

Do you have children in the family, or do you have children visiting during the Holiday season? Come to 
the church library and check out one or more of our Christmas stories. The Christmas books are located 
in the church library straight inside the door in one of the tubs on the table. The tub is marked 
“Christmas Books”.   

 

When you find the one you would like, remember to take the card out of the pocket on the inside front 
cover. Put your name on the card and the date that you are checking it out and place in the bowl near 
the telephone. When you return the book, place it in the large basket near the door to the library. In-
clude reading as part of your holiday celebrations. 

 

Excuse the Mess 

As we have given out of date books away and taken in new books, the shelves in the church library got 
extremely mixed up. As the committee sorts books into categories, there will be piles of books with 
labels on them. They will eventually be shelved and the shelves will be re-labeled. It is a work in pro-
gress. All books are still available to be checked out.  
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Children’s Book Review  

                    A       B       C       D 

“B is for Bethlehem: A Christmas Alphabet” by Isabel Wilner, illustrated by Elisa Kleven 

Each page is a letter of the alphabet with a two-line rhyming couplet about some aspect of the Christmas 
story. The illustrations are mixed-media collage works. The detail is so rich that every time the story is 
read, you could notice a new detail in the illustrations. As children are familiar with the alphabet, this is a 
different way to tell the Christmas story. Children and adults would enjoy reading this story together and 
talking about the details in the illustrations. 

-- Review by Barbara Faidley 

  
Book Review 
“The Fourth Wise Man” by Mig Holder and illustrated by Tony Morris 

This story looks like a children’s book but it has a very adult message. The story is based on a legend first 
written down by a man called Henry Van Dyke more than one hundred years ago. The fourth wise man, 
Artaban, is a young friend of the three other wise men that we hear about every year. He thought if he 
followed the star, he would find a new king AND the secrets of life. He was left behind for various reasons 
which the story explains. But he is determined to go on by himself. Along the way his gifts (three jewels) 
are needed for three special occasions. He hunts for more than 30 years and is in Jerusalem during festi-
val time. He sees Jesus being dragged through the crowds. He is disappointed because he thought the 
person he searched for would be a great king. He tells a woman his story and she said to him “I think that 
in searching for him, you have discovered the secrets of life!” Read the story and find out what the se-
crets of life are for this book. It is an enjoyable short read for an adult or an older child. 

-- Review by Barbara Faidley 

 

Financial Stewardship 

Members and friends will recall in the November issue of the Courier, Phil Spike authored a concise 
article about the Executive Board's 2015 budget that comes to you for consideration in this newslet-
ter. (See that article on the web at http://www.amesucc.org/newsletter.) 

  
The fall campaign has been nearly completed and your generosity as members and friends and the 
work of your Executive Board have made this balanced budget possible. 

  
After worship on Sunday, November 30, Phil Spike and Diana McHenry will be available to respond to 
any questions that you may have regarding the proposed 2015 budget. Both Diana and Phil have 
worked diligently throughout the year with other members of your Financial Stewardship team. They 
are well versed to answer any questions that you may have prior to the December 7 congregational 
meeting. 

--Doug Powell 
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150th Anniversary 

Congregation Approves Launch of 150th Anniversary Capital Campaign 

The congregation approved by a vote of 58 yes, 3 no and 1 abstention to proceed with a capital cam-
paign for our 150th anniversary in 2015. As project expenses are incurred, 25 percent of the expendi-
tures will be set aside for outreach projects (i.e. $100,000 in project expenditures will have $25,000 set 
aside for outreach projects). Priorities for funds raised from the campaign for the campaign are: 

1. Improve Facility/Deferred Exterior Maintenance, $105,000 

2. Youth Room Renovations, $25000 

3. East Entrance Enclosure, $125,000 

4. Sanctuary Enhancements, $123,000 

5. Upgrade Sanctuary Ceiling and Lighting, $94,000 

6. Extension of Parlor to the North, $205,000 

7. Extension of the Sanctuary to the East, $233,000 

8.    West Side Balcony and Doors, $260,000 

--Phil Spike, Moderator 

 

Book Club 

The UCC Book Club welcomes all readers and even those who just want to hear the discussion. The 
group meets in the church library on the third Wednesday of the month at 2 p.m.  
Please note the books marked with *Multiple copies are available in the Ames Public Library Book Club 
collection. Books may be checked out for six weeks.  
December 17 -- Worship for the Whole People of God: Vital Worship for the 21st Century by Ruth C. 
Duck (2013 nonfiction, 358 pages) Discussion leaders: book club planning members 
Renowned hymn writer and professor Ruth Duck provides theological foundations for worship and ex-
plores the ways Christians have adapted worship to various cultures to help them live faithfully and to 
communicate the Gospel to others. The author celebrates the many languages and cultural settings in 
which the Gospel has been, and is, preached, sung, and prayed.  
January 21 -- The Color of Water: A Black Man's Tribute to His White Mother by James McBride (1996 
nonfiction, 228 pages) Discussion leader: Barbara Faidley 
Ruth McBride Jordan concealed her former life as Rachel Deborah Shilsky, the daughter of an Orthodox 
Jewish rabbi, from her children. Her grim upbringing in an abusive environment is left behind when she 
moves to Harlem, marries a black man, converts to Christianity, and cofounds a Baptist congregation 
with her husband.  
February 18 -- Orphan Train: A Novel by Christina Baker Kline (2013 fiction, 304 pages) Discussion 
leader: Christa Andersen 
March 18 -- Dear Life: Stories by Alice Munro (2012 fiction, 319 pages) Discussion leader: Christa  
Andersen 
 

 

 

 

April 15 -- Looking After Minidoka: an American Memoir* by Neil Nakadate (Local Author, 2013 nonfic-
tion, 213 pages) Discussion leader: Nancy Marks 

May 20 -- The Invention of Wings by Sue Monk Kidd (2014 fiction, 373 pages) Discussion leader: Nancy 
Marks 

June 17 -- Select titles for upcoming book club year 

http://www.amazon.com/Ruth-C.-Duck/e/B00E9ZGFTW/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
http://www.amazon.com/Ruth-C.-Duck/e/B00E9ZGFTW/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
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Potpourri 

Platting Day: Wednesday, December 17 

On December 17, 1864 the first 12 blocks of Ames were laid out by the engineer working for rail-
road man John Blair. Those original boundaries were the railroad on the south, Duff Avenue on the 
east, Burnett Avenue on the west and Eighth Street on the north.  

 

On Wednesday, December 17, 2014 this landmark event will be celebrated at an 11:45 a.m. cere-
mony at Fifth Street and Douglas Avenue with receptions from noon to 1 p.m. at the four corner 
organizations – Adams Funeral Home, Ames Historical Society, Ames Public Library and Octagon 
Center for the Arts.  

 

From 5:00 to 6:30 p.m., there will be a ‘progressive’ reception with appetizers and historic informa-
tion at three locations along Fifth Street culminating in a 6:30 program, toast and birthday cake at 
City Auditorium. The events are free and open to the public. Look for more information at 
www.ames150.com. 

  

Member Services 

Women’s Fellowship December 10 

Because of the Holidays, Women’s Fellowship will only meet once in December. We will gather at 12 
noon on Wednesday, December 10. All women of the church are invited to join us as we chat about 
our joys and concerns. In the hymn we sang on Nov, 16, “Called as Partners in Christ’s Service”, one of 
lines says, MAY WE LEARN THE ART OF SHARING, SIDE BY SIDE AND FRIEND WITH FRIEND. Please join 
us at Women’s Fellowship so we can all get to know each other better and be a better support for 
each other. Don’t forget to bring your lunch. 

--Barbara Faidley 

Retirement Reception for Diane Birt, December 11 

After many years of service to the Department of Food Science and Human Nutrition, Iowa 
State University Distinguished Professor Diane Birt is retiring. A reception will be held Dec. 
11, 2-4 p.m. in the Memorial Union Campanile Room. A brief program will be held at 3 
p.m. 



PAGE 10          UNITED CHURCH COURIER 

 

Social Justice and Outreach 

Give Gifts that have Global Impact!  

The Alternative Gift Market will be open in the parlor after worship on November 30, December 7, 
and December 14. An Alternative Gift is a humanitarian gift given in honor of a friend or loved one. 
Thirty projects ranging from water wells in South Sudan to medicine for Burmese refugees are avail-
able through Alternative Gifts International. 
  

Just like traditional gifts, Alternative Gifts express love and affection, celebrate occasions, and show 
you care. Unlike traditional gifts, Alternative Gifts do not contribute to the consumer stream and will 
not be re-gifted. Alternative Gifts express our stewardship of the world God gave us, and give us a tan-
gible way to care for our brothers and sisters. 
  

UCC Christmas Fund Special Offering December 21                           

Christmas is a time for giving, and the UCC's Christmas Fund is a wonderful way to 
give a gift to those who have faithfully served the church and find themselves strug-
gling with financial needs in retirement. 

 

The Christmas Fund provides Christmas gift checks to low-income, retired clergy and 
their widowed spouses. It also supplies emergency assistance and helps finance pen-
sion and health benefit supplementation for retired clergy and lay persons. Last year, 
331 emergency grants were distributed, and 664 retirees on small pensions received 
a $250 gift in their stockings, thanks to donations to The Christmas Fund. 

To retirees on a pension, the current economic environment means paying higher bills with less in-
come. "Our concern is that [people] will see that there is a general outpouring to charities and relief 
organizations of all sorts, and think that donations to The Christmas Fund will not be needed," says 
Joan Brannick, executive vice president of the Pension Boards. "The truth is the need is greater now 
more than ever."  

DON’T FORGET TO PICK UP YOUR TAG FROM THE ANGEL TREE! 

Find a tag for the individuals on the CE bulletin board. Shop for the gift and return 

it to the church office already wrapped. Be sure to include the original tag with 

your gift. We would like to have ALL of the gifts returned to the church office no 

later than Sunday, December 21. Thank you for your giving spirit this Christmas! 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fstushieart.com%2Fcategory%2Ffree-clip-art%2F&ei=tfJ1VNXoFMSAigLVmIG4CQ&psig=AFQjCNFcQ_-QgjimQKBi5na5l1ge9pp2pg&ust=1417102312568991
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                         2014 Poinsettia Order Form  
 
To order, please complete the order form below and return it to the Church Office by De-
cember 11. 
.  
Cost: $12.00 (this price covers the plant plus tax and delivery cost). You may take your 
plant home after the Christmas Eve Service.  
 
NAME ________________________________________________________________  
 
ADDRESS ____________________________________________________________  
 
PHONE NUMBER ________________________  
 
I/We wish to order ________ poinsettia plant(s).  
 
In memory of ___________________________________________________________  
___________________________________________________________  
___________________________________________________________  
 
In honor of ___________________________________________________________  
___________________________________________________________  
___________________________________________________________  
 
Please make your check payable to: United Church of Christ – Congregational  
Be sure to make the notation (poinsettia) on your check.  
 

Amount Enclosed: _____________  
 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.clipartbest.com%2Fpoinsettia-graphic&ei=R_11VPX5Hov0oATOwoGYAQ&psig=AFQjCNGiYtOtyWCheFzNTPFXWtnRTUgetg&ust=1417105053945667


These nominations and budget (reverse side) will be 
presented and voted upon at the congregational 
meeting following worship on Sunday, Dec 7, 2014. 
 
Nominations for Offices and Team Leadership 
 
2015 Elected Officers  
Moderator - Phil Spike 
Clerk - Lynette Spicer  
Treasurer - Jim Dickson (seeking person to train for 2016)  
Financial Secretary - Nancy Heathman  
Team Advisor - Ellen Barnhart  
Senior Association and Conference Delegate - Jim Peake 
Junior Association and Conference Delegate – Bill Slinger 

 
2015 Team Coordinators 
Caring Network - Kristin Shields, (vice coordinator Christa Anderson) 
Christian Education - Genya Coffey, (vice coordinator Kris Strum) 
Financial Stewardship - Diana McHenry, (vice coordinator Terry Potter) 
Invitation and Welcome, Amy Erica Smith, (vice coordinator Enrique 
Hernandez) 
Member Services - Jan Bauer, (vice coordinator Laura Beason) 
Property – Steve Barnhart, (vice coordinator Josh Pilcher) 
Social Justice and Outreach – Cornelia Flora, (vice coordinator Rachel 
Schelle) 
Worship and Music - Bradley Duckstein, (vice coordinator pending) 

 



 
2012 

Actual
2013 

Actual
2014 

Budget
As of 

10/31/14
2015 

Proposed
%

Change Line #
Income

Pledges $261,595 $267,026 $250,924 $217,210 $276,040 10.01% 1
No response from 2014 pledges $880 $0 -100.00% 2
Nonpledge contributions $16,883 $13,054 $12,145 $10,469 $12,932 6.48% 3
Prior Year Pledges $940 $299 $500 $790 $300 -40.00% 4
Loose Collection (cash) $4,648 $5,116 $4,400 $2,970 $0 -100.00% 5

Pledges & Collections $284,066 $285,494 $268,849 $231,439 $289,272 7.60% 6
Investment Income $600 $500 $500 $0 $500 7
Use of Building $9,431 $8,648 $8,700 $7,289 $8,700 8

Rummage Sale $1,779 $0 $1,751 $1,819 $0 -100.00% 9
Refunds & Fund Transfers $2,228 $482 $18,138 $18,176 $0 -100.00% 10

Other Income $4,007 $482 $19,889 $19,995 $0 -100.00% 11
Total Income $298,104 $295,124 $297,938 $258,723 $298,472 0.18% 12

Expenses
Member Services Team

Hospitality $576 $761 $700 $171 $700 13
Member Services Team Subtotal $576 $761 $700 $171 $700 14
Property Team

Office Expenses (supplies, postage, equipment) $7,768 $7,181 $7,589 $6,076 $7,949 4.74% 15
Insurance $10,532 $10,104 $11,175 $8,491 $11,175 16
Annual Repair & Equipment Maintenance $13,234 $22,894 $17,300 $11,691 $17,450 0.87% 17
Major Long Term Repairs (Escrow) $5,000 $7,500 $10,000 $8,333 $10,000 18
Parking $1,820 $1,680 $1,700 $1,400 $1,700 19

House Expense Subtotal $30,586 $42,178 $40,175 $29,915 $40,325 0.37% 20
Utilities (gas, water, electricity. phone) $16,490 $17,484 $18,100 $17,541 $19,480 7.62% 21
Janitor, Lawn Care, Snow Removal $8,065 $2,433 $1,250 $1,200 $2,000 60.00% 22
Building Superintendent $2,537 $0 $0 $0 $0 23

Property Team Subtotal $65,446 $69,276 $67,114 $54,732 $69,754 3.93% 24
Christian Education Team

Christian Education Program $2,490 $3,548 $3,040 $2,901 $3,040 25
Christian Education Team Subtotal $2,490 $3,548 $3,040 $2,901 $3,040 26
Worship & Music Team

Worship Program $93 $556 $600 $402 $600 27
Music Program $1,611 $1,371 $1,925 $1,550 $2,650 37.66% 28

Worship & Music Subtotal $1,704 $1,927 $2,525 $1,953 $3,250 28.71% 29
Financial Stewardship Team $275 $377 $450 $252 $450 30
Invitation and Wecome $2,474 $2,335 $2,450 $2,079 $3,136 28.00% 31
Caring Network $0 $206 $250 $271 $250 32
Social Justice & Outreach Team $96 $150 $0 $0 $0 33
Executive Board

Minister's Salary & Social Security Offset $60,468 $61,677 $65,000 $56,526 $65,000 34
Minister's Commuting Mileage Allowance $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 35
Minister's Benefits (annuity, insurance) $14,024 $14,210 $11,260 $8,445 $11,260 36
Workshops & Continuing Education $367 $759 $1,000 $1,000 $1,000 37
Minister's Mileage & Reimbursement $1,071 $1,158 $2,000 $1,409 $2,000 38
Minister Search Expenses $0 $0 $1,500 $1,674 $5,000 233.33% 39
Escrow for Sabbatical $700 $2,006 $0 $0 $0 40
Pulpit Supply $0 $0 $2,500 $1,750 $4,000 60.00% 41

Minister Expense Total $76,629 $79,810 $83,260 $70,803 $88,260 6.01% 42
Association/Conference Expenses $432 $0 $350 $150 $850 142.86% 43
Miscellaneous $176 $14 $200 $200 $200 44
Treasurer & Financial Secretary $3,294 $3,360 $3,428 $2,856 $3,472 1.28% 45
Office Secretary $29,485 $30,761 $31,752 $27,860 $30,666 -3.42% 46
Sexton $0 $11,617 $11,859 $9,482 $12,182 2.72% 47
Technology Coordinator $718 $2,153 $0 $0 $0 48

Child Minister Compensation & Benefits $33,774 $34,027 $35,582 $29,067 $36,925 3.77% 49
Youth Coordinator Compensation $897 $2,871 $4,306 $3,357 $4,306 50
Child Care $1,103 $1,618 $1,647 $1,369 $1,647 51

Christian Education Personnel Total $35,774 $38,516 $41,535 $33,794 $42,878 3.23% 52
Choir Director $7,885 $8,041 $8,201 $6,801 $0 -100.00% 53
Keyboardist $10,416 $10,589 $11,199 $8,916 $14,640 30.73% 54
Staff Development $100 $126 $100 $100 $100 55

Music Personnel Total $18,402 $18,757 $19,500 $15,817 $14,740 -24.41% 56
Executive Board Subtotal $164,910 $184,986 $191,884 $160,962 $193,248 0.71% 57
Operating Expense Subtotal $237,971 $263,565 $268,413 $223,320 $273,828 2.02% 58
Outreach 

OCWM (State, National, World) $20,715 $23,928 $20,131 $15,114 $20,537 2.02% 59
Seminary $1,381 $1,595 $1,342 $1,003 $1,369 2.01% 60
Local & Regional Outreach $3,987 $6,111 $5,368 $0 $0 -100.00% 61
AMOS $2,474 $2,629 $2,684 $2,657 $2,738 2.01% 62

Giving Beyond our Building $28,557 $34,263 $29,525 $18,774 $24,644 -16.53% 63
Total Budget Expenses $266,527 $297,828 $297,938 $242,094 $298,472 0.18% 64

Income - Expese $31,577 -$2,705 $0 $16,629 $0 65
6.87% 0.00% 66

2015 Budget for Congregational Meeting presented on December 7, 2014

2015 Budget for Ames UCC 

Giving Beyond Our Building is 9% of the Operating Expense Subtotal.



	  

No matter who you are or 
where you are on life’s journey, 

YOU ARE WELCOME HERE! 	  

DECEMBER	  2014	  
SUNDAY	   MONDAY	   TUESDAY	   WEDNESDAY	   THURSDAY	   FRIDAY	   SATURDAY	  

	   	   	   	   	   	   	  
9:00a	  –Breakfast	  
9:30a	  –	  Learning	  Center	  
9:30a	  –	  Sunday	  School	  
10:4a5	  –	  Worship	  
6:00p	  –	  Youth	  Group	  

ERP	  Meals	  (None	  in	  December)	   3:00p	  –	  Farm	  to	  Folk	  
	  

8:30a	  –	  Morning	  Bible	  Study	  
9:00a	  –	  Work	  Crew	  
12:10p	  –	  Peace	  Bell	  Ringing	  
2:05p	  –	  WAC	  
6:45p	  –	  Chancel	  Choir	  Rehearsal	  
	  

3:00p	  –	  INSIGHT	  Bible	  Study	   7:30p	  –	  Alcoholics	  Anonymous	   11:15	  –	  Meals	  On	  Wheels	  

	   1	  ONGOING	  EVENTS	  (SEE	  ABOVE)	   2	  ONGOING	  EVENTS	  (SEE	  ABOVE)	   3	  ONGOING	  EVENTS	  (SEE	  ABOVE)	   4	  ONGOING	  EVENTS	  (SEE	  ABOVE)	   5	  ONGOING	  EVENTS	  (SEE	  ABOVE)	   6	  ONGOING	  EVENTS	  (SEE	  ABOVE)	  	  

	   6:00p	  Pastoral	  Search	  
Committee	  

	   	   	   	   MOW:	  1)	  
Potter/Andersen	  
2)	  Clark	  

BIRTHDAYS 7	  	  	  	  2ND	  SUNDAY	  ADVENT	   8	  ONGOING	  EVENTS	  (SEE	  ABOVE)	   9	  ONGOING	  EVENTS	  (SEE	  ABOVE)	   10	  ONGOING	  EVENTS	  (SEE	  ABOVE)	   11	  ONGOING	  EVENTS	  (SEE	  ABOVE)	   12	  ONGOING	  EVENTS	  (SEE	  ABOVE)	   13	  ONGOING	  EVENTS	  (SEE	  ABOVE)	  

12/2	  	  Greg	  Luecke	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  12/23	  	  Ed	  Goedeken	  
12/3	  	  Judy	  Blair	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  12/25	  	  Mary	  Lou	  Hines	  
12/4	  	  Richard	  Warren	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  12/26	  	  Susan	  Lamont	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  LeVern	  Faidley	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Linda	  Voit	  
12/8	  	  	  Bernie	  Pohm	  
12/9	  	  	  Frieda	  Lehman	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   
12/11	  	  Lori	  Peake	  
12/13	  	  Laura	  Swanson	  
12/15	  	  Paul	  Rowland	  
12/22	  	  Jan	  Bauer	  
12/23	  	  Kathie	  Drummond	  

	  ONGOING	  EVENTS	  (SEE	  ABOVE)	  
Alternative	  Gift	  Market	  
Congregational	  mtg.	  to	  vote	  
on	  2015	  Budget	  &	  
nominations	  for	  team	  
leaders	  &	  officers	  

10-‐1:00p	  AMOS	  Housing	  
mtg.	  (parlor)	  
6:00p	  Pastoral	  Search	  
Committee	  

12:00p	  Men’s	  Fellowship	   8:00a	  Habitat	  for	  Humanity	  
12:00p	  Women’s	  Fellowship	  
3:30p	  Theologian	  In	  
Residence	  mtg.	  

Deadline	  to	  get	  
poinsettia	  order	  in	  

	   MOW:	  Dirks	  

14	  	  	  3RD	  SUNDAY	  ADVENT	   15	  ONGOING	  EVENTS	  (SEE	  ABOVE)	   16	  ONGOING	  EVENTS	  (SEE	  ABOVE)	   17	  	  ONGOING	  EVENTS	  (SEE	  ABOVE)	   18	  ONGOING	  EVENTS	  (SEE	  ABOVE)	   19	  ONGOING	  EVENTS	  (SEE	  ABOVE)	   20	  ONGOING	  EVENTS	  (SEE	  ABOVE)	  
ONGOING	  EVENTS	  (SEE	  ABOVE)	  
10:45a	  Children’s	  Christmas	  
Pageant	  
Alternative	  Gift	  Market	  
6:00p	  Youth	  Group	  
Christmas	  Party-‐Hannover’s	  

6:00p	  Pastoral	  Search	  
Committee	  

7:15p	  Executive	  Board	  
	  

2:00p	  UCC	  Book	  Club	  
NO	  WAC	  

	  
	  
	  

NO	  INSIGHT	  Bible	  Study	   	   MOW:	  Tipton	  
9:30a	  	  Food	  at	  First	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  SAVE	  	  THE	  DATE	   21	  	  4TH	  SUNDAY	  ADVENT	   22	  ONGOING	  EVENTS	  (SEE	  ABOVE)	   23	  ONGOING	  EVENTS	  (SEE	  ABOVE)	   24	  	  	  Christmas	  Eve	   25	  	  	  Christmas	  Day	   26	   27	  ONGOING	  EVENTS	  (SEE	  ABOVE)	  

	  
December	  7	  	  
Congregational	  Meeting	  (following	  worship)	  
	  
December	  14	  
10:45	  a.m.	  Children’s	  Christmas	  Program	  
	  
December	  21	  
10:45	  a.m.	  Chancel	  Choir	  Christmas	  Program	  
	  
December	  24	  
7:00	  p.m.	  Christmas	  Eve	  Candlelight	  Service	  

ONGOING	  EVENTS	  (SEE	  ABOVE)	  

Chancel	  Choir	  Music	  
Holy	  Communion	  
No	  Youth	  Group	  

6:00p	  Pastoral	  Search	  
Committee	  

12:00p	  Men’s	  Fellowship	  
	  
	  

7:00p	  Christmas	  Eve	  
Candlelight	  Service

	  

Church	  Office	  Closed	   Church	  Office	  Closed	   MOW:	  Chase	  

28	   29	  ONGOING	  EVENTS	  (SEE	  ABOVE)	   30	  ONGOING	  EVENTS	  (SEE	  ABOVE)	   31	  	  New	  Year’s	  Eve	   For	  the	  most	  up	  to	  	  
date	  calendar	  visit:	  

	  
www.AmesUCC.org/calendar	  

JANUARY/FEBRUARY	  
NEWSLETTER	  
DEADLINE:	  
JANUARY	  7th	  

12:00	  p.m.	  

ONGOING	  EVENTS	  (SEE	  ABOVE)	  

No	  Youth	  Group	  
6:00p	  Pastoral	  Search	  
Committee	  

	   No	  activities	  
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In keeping with the life and teaching of Jesus 
Christ, we joyfully and unconditionally welcome 
all people of any age, gender, race, culture, ability 
or sexual orientation into our community of faith 
and affirm the worth of all people as unique indi-
viduals made in God’s image. We are open to the 
special gifts that each person brings and invite 
each one to participate in the life of our church.  

 

STAFF 

Ministers................The Rev.  Terry Hamilton-Poore, Interim Minister 
            Hannah Hannover, Children & Families Minister 

Emily Kenneke, Youth Director 
Music Director...............................................................Lesley Lackore 
Keyboardist....................................................................Karen Stewart 
Secretary....................................................................Becky A. Bridges 
Sexton.................................................................................David Cook 
Financial Secretary....................................................Nancy Heathman 
  

EXECUTIVE BOARD 
Moderator.............................................................................Phil Spike 
Team Advisor.................................................................Ellen Barnhart 
Caring Network.........................................................Christa Andersen 
Christian Education.........................................................Genya Coffey 
Financial Stewardship.......................................................Doug Powell 
Invitation and Welcome....................................................Bill Yungclas 
Member Services..................................................................Jan Bauer 
Property...................................................................................Ken Birt    
Social Justice and Outreach.............................................Kim Spangler 
Worship & Music.....................................................Bradley Duckstein 
Association and Conference Delegate..................................Jim Peake 
Treasurer............................................................................Jim Dickson 
Clerk..............................................................................Lynette Spicer  

YOU ARE WELCOME HERE! 


