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I am deeply appreciative of the opportunity to accompany you on both
of these journeys—the interim journey and the Lenten journey. As far
as the interim journey goes, the “Morning to Remember” gave me a
good understanding of where you have been as a congregation; I hope
it did the same for you! The Pastoral Search Committee will next be
inviting you to share with them, in small groups, your hopes and fears
for this church, and those aspects of this congregation that are most
precious to you.
For the Lenten journey, we will continue the soup suppers followed
each week by a Taize service, called “Prayers around the Cross,” in
which we pray through song, words, and silence, and place lighted candles as signs of prayer around the cross.
For Holy Week, First United Methodist Church and First Christian
Church will join us here for a joint Maundy Thursday Service; at noon
on Friday our three churches will join together for a Good Friday Processional through the streets of Downtown; and our sanctuary will be
open from noon to 3 p.m. and from 5 to 7 p.m. for you to drop in and do
the prayer stations set up in the sanctuary, each station focusing on a
different one of the Seven Last Words of Jesus.
Step-by-step we move forward, closer to the cross, closer to Easter,
closer to the future God has in store for us.
Blessings along the way,
Terry
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2014 Easter Lilies

Palm Sunday Celebration April 13
Join us for our Palm Sunday Celebration! We will meet in the Fellowship Hall
at 9:30 a.m. for crafts, fellowship, and a
light breakfast for ALL ages provided by
the Christian Education team. Children
will be invited to join in during the processional at the beginning of worship with a palm leaf. Lots of fun
and learning as we prepare for Holy Week!
Hope to see YOU there!

Maundy Thursday Service April 17
Ames United Church of Christ, First United
Methodist Church, and First Christian Church
will join for a Maundy Thursday service at 7
p.m. April 17 at Ames UCC. "Maundy" comes
from the Latin word "mandatum," which means
"commandment." On Maundy Thursday, we honor Christ's commands to love one another as he loves us, and to share his supper.
The service, which includes communion, will move us from the
washing of the disciples' feet, to the Last Supper, to Jesus' arrest in
the Garden of Gethsemane. Please join us as we follow Jesus toward the Cross.

April 18
Good Friday Processional at Noon at
Bandshell Park

Ames UCC, First United Methodist and First Christian churches will
gather at the bandshell at 5th and Duff. There we will hear the story
of Jesus’ trial and sentencing and then process down Main Street
with the cross. When we get to the train depot, the rest of the scripture, through when Jesus takes his last breath, will be read. This is
a meaningful way to involve our whole selves in the story of
Christ’s passion.

Be sure to join us for
Holy Communion every
Sunday throughout Lent.

I/We wish to provide _______(#)
Easter Lily/Lilies for use in our
church service on Easter Sunday.
Cost is $11.00 each.
Order Deadline: Friday, April 4
Name:
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
In remembrance of:
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
In honor of:
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
Please be sure to write on the memo portion of
your check that this is for Easter Lilies.
You may pick up your Easter Lilies following
Worship on Easter Sunday, April 20.
Total paid___________
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Good Friday Prayer Stations in the UCC sanctuary
A letter from Rich Pleva, UCC Conference Minister
Dear Friends at Ames UCC,
Partnerships have always been the way humans get the most for their
efforts. I’m grateful for your partnership with churches of the Iowa
Conference. Your generous OCWM gift of $23,928 during 2013 has
assisted UCC churches across the state to follow Jesus more faithfully.

from noon-3 p.m. and from 5 to 7 p.m.
What’s a Prayer Station?

Rather than having a Good Friday service at the church, prayer
stations based on the Seven Last Words of Jesus will be set up in
the sanctuary. So you may by wondering:
What exactly is a prayer station?

Thank you and God bless you!!!

Potpourri
UCC is Farm to Folk Distribution Center Every Tuesday

Farm to Folk is offering three different CSA vegetables
shares this season, from TableTop Farm, Iowa Fresh Produce and The Homestead. New this year is a meat share
from Story City Locker and we continue to offer the dairy
share from Picket Fence Creamery and egg shares from a
couple of different producers. More information about each
share can be found at www.farmtofolk.com.
We still have shares available as well the a la carte option
where one can order as often or seldom as one pleases
from an online order form that is updated each week. We
are working with 18 producers this season and have fresh
greens available year round now with a local greenhouse.
We've been fortunate to offer many stored fruits and vegetables this winter too. Spring is now upon us and the offerings will soon be increasing.
We are so appreciative to be able to distribute the fresh
veggies and more at UCC each Tuesday from 4:30 until
6:00 p.m.
--Marilyn Andersen, Coordinator for Farm to Folk

Prayer stations can be different things, but in this case,
tables will be set up with a reading (one of the Seven
Last Words, drawn from the different Gospel accounts
of the Passion), a written prayer, and some kind of
action related to the particular reading.
How long does it take?

That depends on you. If you move through the stations
quickly, it may only take 20 minutes. If you wish to linger,
it may take as long as you wish.
W hy are we doing this?

As you go through the stations individually, at your own
pace, you will accompany Jesus through his last hours.
Because there are two separate drop-in periods, the
hope is that anyone who wishes will be able to come at
some time in the day, as opposed to a separate service
at a set time.

Easter Sunday, April 20
Sunrise Service 7 a.m. at First United
Methodist Church
Easter Egg Hunt at 10 a.m.
Easter Worship 10:45 a.m. at UCC
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From the Minister to Children and Youth

We need items for the annual Easter egg hunt! If you are out
and about and feel like picking up wrapped candy, stickers,
small toys that can be used inside the plastic eggs on Easter
morning, it would be VERY much appreciated! Donations can
be left in a marked basket in the parlor. THANK YOU!
Don't miss our annual Easter egg hunt! We
will meet in Fellowship Hall at 10 a.m. Easter
Sunday to sing a couple of songs and then
head out to hunt hundreds of eggs!!! Bring
your own basket!

What has been happening in Sunday School?

Our older Sunday School children just finished a rotation on the
story of Ruth. During Lent they are learning stories of Jesus.
We are using the same story as is used each week in worship.
The pre-school class (all boys) is also learning about Jesus
with the same stories.

WAC (Wednesday Afternoon Club),
Our new ministry, WAC, has been such
a success!
We just finished memorizing the 10 commandments and with
that won a reward to an afternoon at Perfect Games! Up next:
we will be learning about the parables of Jesus. A HUGE thank
you to those who drive the children from school to the church
each week: Carl Tipton, Jerry Chase, and Stacey Jones. Also,
thank you to those who have helped provide snacks for the children after school. We still need folks to sign up to bring a snack
(for 12) for the last couple of months of school. If you are interested in providing a snack on a Wednesday afternoon, please
call or email Hannah!

The TIR committee is pleased that donations and revenue
have exceeded $5,400 to date and may reach $6,000. The
cost of the program was $7,000. There is a specific fund that
covers deficits. Through the years, honorarium and travel
expenses have increased significantly. Expanded printing
and publicity efforts resulted in new attendees. The committee asks members of the congregation to consider a donation to the Theologian-in-Residence program to help maintain this signature event.
Next year’s TIR Weekend will be February 28 and March 1,
2015. As part of the celebration of the 150th anniversary of
the congregation, the weekend will highlight the role and significance of music, especially congregational singing, in the
life of the church. Ruth Duck of Garrett Seminary of Evanston, Ill., a noted hymn writer (14 texts of hymns in the New
Century Hymnal) and Cynthia Wilson, the Dean of Students
at Garrett and accomplished singer and pianist, will be the
theologians in residence.
On Sunday, February 16, the congregation dedicated a
plaque listing the speakers and themes of the 30 years the
program has been offered. Paul Lasley created the wooden
base of the historical plaque as well as an announcement
plaque, and a “thank you, Nancy Brown” plaque. The three
plaques are mounted on a wall in the parlor.
--Charles Kniker, Coordinator

In Memoriam
On Tuesday, March 18, Valree Blewett-Dickson, a
long-standing member of our UCC Ames family
passed away.
A celebration of life service was held Monday,
March 24 at UCC Ames.
We surround Jim, Mackenzie, Nolan, and the entire Dickson family with our love and prayers.
In lieu of flowers, memorials may be directed to:
DMACC Foundation Nursing Student Scholarship
Fund—Boone Campus, Story County 4-H Foundation, or a charity of your choice.
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Theologian-in-Residence Weekend of 2014 – A Success

In conversations, cards, and e-mails, Theologian-in-Residence (TIR) committee members heard and read words such as
“fabulous,” “marvelous,” and “transformative”
about the February 22-23 TIR Weekend and
the engaging speaker, Phyllis Tickle. The
attendance on Saturday was high for all sessions (Session 1—150; Session 2 – 142;
Session 3 – 135; Sunday Learning Center –
40; and Sunday worship – 138). A local
bookstore selling Phyllis Tickle’s books sold out of all but one
book. Publicity about the weekend was unprecedented, including an interview with Phyllis on Iowa Public Radio and two front
-page articles in the Ames Tribune . The Ames program was
cited in the February 19 issue of The Christian Century .
The success of the weekend would not have happened without
the hard work of more than 40 volunteers and staff. The following list identifies the volunteers and their assignments, but it
may not include mention of some doing double-duty. Forgive
me for any omissions. The committee members: Jennifer
Gelwick-Luecke, Amy Erica Smith, and Allen Trenkle; staff:
Becky A. Bridges, Karen Stewart, David Cook, and Interim Minister Rev. Terry Hamilton-Poore; Jerry Chase, Carl and Tania
Tipton, Nancy Clark and Martha Geist (setup dining room); Jim
Peake and Barbara Faidley (registration and financial records,
greeting), Bill and Barbara Yungclas (morning coffee); Phil and
Galina Spike (morning break and lunch service); David White,
Nancy Marks, Eric Abbott, John Baty, Ken and Diane Birt,
Linda Hanson and family and friends (serving lunch and
cleanup), Dinah Kerksieck (driving and morning break), Bill
LaGrange (greeting), Lowell Mathison and Tom Meyer (audio);
Kristin Shields, Sue and Greg Lamont (mid-morning break);
Doug and Peg Powell (mid-morning break and cleanup). Participants enjoyed cookies at the 10:30 a.m. break made by
Kate Mason, Malinda Bauer, Sally Chase, Martha Geist, Frieda
Lehman, Judy Blair, Bonnie Trede, and Charles Kniker.
Matthew Ellinwood prepared and hosted a dinner for Phyllis
Tickle. Nancy Brown provided helpful advice to us throughout
the year and left wonderful instruction sheets for various tasks.
The food service of Green Hills provided the catered luncheon.
Thank you all so much!
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From the Youth Minister
Youth Mission Trip

From July 20-25 the Ames UCC youth
will journey to the Heifer Project Ranch
in Perryville, Arkansas, a working example of sustainable agriculture like the
Heifer Project supports around the
world. The Heifer Ranch includes a
"Global Village" housing more than 15 species of animals, organic gardens and an International Shop.
At the ranch workers raise most of the donated livestock for the
project’s global work. The Heifer Project's mission
is ..."attempting to end world hunger and poverty and caring for
the earth.” In preparation for the trip, the youth will be inviting the
congregation’s participation in several fund raisers. Look for
dishwashers, chocolate festivals, purple toilets and car washes
in the near future!

Executive Board
Search Committee

Over the past few weeks, we have continued to meet weekly,
and we are working diligently, joyfully, and prayerfully. In addition to these meetings, we worked with Pastor Terry to organize
and host “A Morning to Remember” on Sunday, March 2. At that
event, more than 50 individuals participated, and together, we
looked over and added to our church timeline, working to tell and
interpret the story of our church, including the joyful, the painful,
and all the things in-between that have made us who we are
today.
Pastor Terry and members of the Pastoral Search Committee
facilitated both large and small discussion groups, and over the
course of the morning, we developed meaning statements about
who we are as a congregation and what we value most. The
meaning statements were posted on the wall, and all participants had the opportunity to select their top three priorities. The
goal of prioritizing the meaning statements was to identify qualities that our congregation wants to emphasize and to identify
areas for improvement or change.
(continued next page)
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Book Club

The search committee has examined the results and identified
seven categories of meaning statements. We are now integrating
these ideas into our church profile so that we may accurately reflect
the prioritized meaning statements.
We thank everyone who participated in “A Morning to Remember”
as well as added to the church timeline. Your comments and guidance are very helpful to the committee as we work to develop a
profile that accurately represents our church.
We look forward to more opportunities to hear your input, and we
are currently preparing the first full draft of the profile, which we will
share with you by early May. As we get closer to May, we will
schedule a time for the congregation to make comments and ask
questions about the draft. During that meeting, we will discuss how
the meaning statements, prioritized in order of relative importance
in our church life, were integrated into the profile.
-- J. Elaine Hieber, chair
Team Gatherings

This spring Ames UCC team coordinators are hosting individual
team gatherings to replace the all-church team meeting. The purpose of these gatherings are to vision and brainstorm. If you have
expressed an interest in one of our teams, you will be invited to attend. If you have not had the opportunity to express an interest in
Worship and Music, Social Justice and Outreach, Christian Education, Member Services, Invitation and Welcome, Property, and/or
Financial Stewardship please contact Ellen Barnhart, ellenbarnhart@hotmail.com or the church office for more information.

The UCC Book Club welcomes all readers and even those
who just want to hear the discussion. The group meets in the
church library on the third Wednesday at 2 p.m.
April 16 -- The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks by Rebecca Skloot (2011 nonfiction, 400 pages) Discussion
leader: Nancy Marks (Multiple copies are available in the
Ames Public Library Book Club collection. Books may be
checked out for six weeks.)
May 21 -- Deep Down by Deborah Coates (2013 novel, 304
pages) Discussion leader: Christa Andersen
June 18 – Bring suggestions for book club reading when the
group resumes sessions in September.
Find a synopsis of the books at http://www.amesucc.org/
BookClub.

Social Justice & Outreach
Intern at Back Bay Mission

Spend 10 weeks serving the poor and working for social justice in Mississippi this summer. Travel costs and housing are covered.
Stipends for living expenses are available.
The application deadline is April 30.
Apply at http://thebackbaymission.org/NewsMedia/tabid/55/
post/applications-for-shari-prestemon-social-justiceinternship-available/Default.aspx

Property Team
Office Improvements

Meetings scheduled so far are:

Sunday, March 30 - After worship (noon) - Invitation and
Welcome (salad and pizza)
Wednesday, April 9 - After Lenten Service (7 p.m.) - Financial
Stewardship Team
Look for future meetings and information. Invitations not required. Come to one or more.

--Ellen Barnhart, Team Advisor

Some much needed changes are being
made in the office building. These should make the facility
more useable, a more pleasant environment and more energy efficient. To get the best value for our money, volunteer
labor is being used where feasible. The minister’s office
has a new desk and credenza. These are both very nice
pieces, courtesy of Hertz Farm Management.
Soon we will be insulating the attic and installing carpet on
the main floor. Both of these projects will be financed by a
bequest from the Louise Dengler estate.
--Ken Birt
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CD and DVD Additions to the Church Library

Do you like to listen to books while you drive? The UCC
library has some “Great Courses” on religion on CD. Each
course has multiple CDs and a guidebook. Some of the
selections are Biblical Wisdom Literature, Jesus and the
Gospels, and Religions of the Axial Age. The library also has
some “Great Courses” on DVDs. Each set has a guidebook. The
sets include The Old Testament, The New Testament and Great
World Religions. Come and check out these new additions to
the church library!
New Book Shelves for Children

Two new book shelves have been installed in the church library
to house the children’s book collection. One book shelf has the
religious-type books (children’s Bibles, Bible stories, what is God
stories, etc). The other book shelf houses good children’s literature. These book shelves are at a low level so children can find
their own books. Books remaining at a higher level are ones for
parent and child to read together about death, divorce and other
critical times. If you have children’s books you’d like to donate
(religious or others), please contact Barbara Faidley at (515) 233
-3874 or barbara@faidley.org.
Children’s Book Review
365 OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES You Can Do With Your Child by

Steve and Ruth Bennett
This is not specifically a children’s book but can be used by children or adults. This book has a year-long list of things to do with
your child in the outdoors. The games are listed alphabetically
and the table of contents shows a picture for each game, name
of the activity and a page number. This is user friendly for kids.
Each activity has a separate page discussing the activity, what
materials are required and other things that are optional. Old favorites are included but so are many new ideas which have been
kid-tested. The authors have tried to include activities that foster
a love of learning and a sense of family, neighborhood and community. They have included a balance of educational, artistic and
sports activities, so there should be something for every child. In
the introduction, the authors have a section on safety concerns.
The important thing with these activities is that your children get
to spend with you (the parent). Check this book out and spend
some fun, quality time with children.
-- Review by Barbara Faidley
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Worship & Music
Team
"Providing an Extravagant Welcome"

This new system for weekly scheduling of support efforts will
free up time in the church office and allow us all to take a look
ahead in our scheduling. Schedules will be completed for all
weekly volunteers, including worship assistance (ushers/
greeters/liturgists), welcome center, and coffee fellowship. They
will be sent out periodically via email and also are available on
the bulletin board near Fellowship Hall.
The new system pivots on you – we thank you for your flexibility
and willingness to serve as scheduled. If you are unable to
serve, please switch with someone or find a replacement, and
then let us know of those changes. If you are not able to find a
substitute, please contact us.
Please note that sign-ups are still available in the church parlor
for worship assistance for those who would like to volunteer on
certain weeks.
And as always, thank you so much for all of your hard work and
dedication to Ames UCC. It's your kindness and generosity that
help us Provide an Extravagant Welcome for all of God's people!
Contact for Worship Assistance:
Bradley Duckstein
Worship and Music Team Coordinator
bduckstein@gmail.com
515-971-2886
Contact for Coffee Fellowship:
Jan Bauer
Member Services Team Coordinator

bauerjan@yahoo.com
515-292-3739
Contact for Welcome Center:
Bill Yungclas
Invitation and Welcome Team Coordinator

wryungclas@aol.com
515-292-9274
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Invitation and Welcome (formerly Evangelism)
Membership Exploration Class Coming Soon

Have you been worshiping with us for a while,
and beginning to wonder about joining? This
class is for you! Whether you already know that
you want to become a member, or you just want
to know what we’re all about, we hope you will
attend these classes. You won’t just learn about
the church: you’ll get to know other newcomers
as well as some long-time members, and you may also come
away with a clearer sense of your own spiritual journey.
Classes will be held after Sunday worship on May 4, 11, and
18, with lunch and childcare provided.
This class is truly an exploration: you don’t have to be ready to
sign on the dotted line to attend. We just hope you’ll come and
explore with us.

Member Services Team
Women's Fellowship Noon Lunch
Wednesday, April 2

Let's celebrate the women in our lives and what
they mean to us. Bring your lunch and a story
to tell about a woman who has inspired or encouraged you. While you're at it, invite a friend.
--Christa Andersen
Where Did the Name Tags Go?

In an effort to encourage members to wear
name tags more often, the Member Services
Team has transferred all name tags to a cart
that can be moved around the church to accommodate activities. The purpose is to make
name tags more accessible and thereby more
likely to be used. Look for the cart at different
locations while the team experiments with
what works best.
--Jan M. Bauer

Page 9

UNITED CHURCH COURIER

Art on Display
Name: Kesia Age: 18
About: Hello, my name is Kesia Hanson. I first started
photography at age 14 with a simple point and shoot
camera.
My Uncle Kit inspired me to do photography because
he is a photographer and I liked his photography so much
that I wanted to make photography a hobby.
My favorite subjects are nature, animal portraits and lights.
Photography is magic to me because I can be creative.
You see things people don't see when you have that
creativity.

Christian Education Team
Learn Something New Every Sunday at Learning Center
Adult Forum

The program begins at 9:30 a.m. in Fellowship Hall. Come early
for continental breakfast of doughnuts, pastries, bagels, coffee,
tea and juice at 9 a.m. The breakfast is supported by a free will
offering.
March 30 –Threshold Learning Center in Zearing, Gretta
Reischauer
April 6 – Journeys of Faith, Bradley Duckstein and Amy
Erica Smith
April 13 – Palm Sunday with intergenerational activities
April 20 – no program
April 27 – Affordable housing in Ames
May 4 – Gluten free foods
May 11 – PFLAG
May 18 – Potluck and planning for next year
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are currently preparing the first full draft of the profile, which we will
share with you by early May. As we get closer to May, we will
schedule a time for the congregation to make comments and ask
questions about the draft. During that meeting, we will discuss how
the meaning statements, prioritized in order of relative importance
in our church life, were integrated into the profile.
-- J. Elaine Hieber, chair
Team Gatherings

This spring Ames UCC team coordinators are hosting individual
team gatherings to replace the all-church team meeting. The purpose of these gatherings are to vision and brainstorm. If you have
expressed an interest in one of our teams, you will be invited to attend. If you have not had the opportunity to express an interest in
Worship and Music, Social Justice and Outreach, Christian Education, Member Services, Invitation and Welcome, Property, and/or
Financial Stewardship please contact Ellen Barnhart, ellenbarnhart@hotmail.com or the church office for more information.

The UCC Book Club welcomes all readers and even those
who just want to hear the discussion. The group meets in the
church library on the third Wednesday at 2 p.m.
April 16 -- The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks by Rebecca Skloot (2011 nonfiction, 400 pages) Discussion
leader: Nancy Marks (Multiple copies are available in the
Ames Public Library Book Club collection. Books may be
checked out for six weeks.)
May 21 -- Deep Down by Deborah Coates (2013 novel, 304
pages) Discussion leader: Christa Andersen
June 18 – Bring suggestions for book club reading when the
group resumes sessions in September.
Find a synopsis of the books at http://www.amesucc.org/
BookClub.

Social Justice & Outreach
Intern at Back Bay Mission

Spend 10 weeks serving the poor and working for social justice in Mississippi this summer. Travel costs and housing are covered.
Stipends for living expenses are available.
The application deadline is April 30.
Apply at http://thebackbaymission.org/NewsMedia/tabid/55/
post/applications-for-shari-prestemon-social-justiceinternship-available/Default.aspx

Property Team
Office Improvements

Meetings scheduled so far are:

Sunday, March 30 - After worship (noon) - Invitation and
Welcome (salad and pizza)
Wednesday, April 9 - After Lenten Service (7 p.m.) - Financial
Stewardship Team
Look for future meetings and information. Invitations not required. Come to one or more.

--Ellen Barnhart, Team Advisor

Some much needed changes are being
made in the office building. These should make the facility
more useable, a more pleasant environment and more energy efficient. To get the best value for our money, volunteer
labor is being used where feasible. The minister’s office
has a new desk and credenza. These are both very nice
pieces, courtesy of Hertz Farm Management.
Soon we will be insulating the attic and installing carpet on
the main floor. Both of these projects will be financed by a
bequest from the Louise Dengler estate.
--Ken Birt
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Theologian-in-Residence Weekend of 2014 – A Success

In conversations, cards, and e-mails, Theologian-in-Residence (TIR) committee members heard and read words such as
“fabulous,” “marvelous,” and “transformative”
about the February 22-23 TIR Weekend and
the engaging speaker, Phyllis Tickle. The
attendance on Saturday was high for all sessions (Session 1—150; Session 2 – 142;
Session 3 – 135; Sunday Learning Center –
40; and Sunday worship – 138). A local
bookstore selling Phyllis Tickle’s books sold out of all but one
book. Publicity about the weekend was unprecedented, including an interview with Phyllis on Iowa Public Radio and two front
-page articles in the Ames Tribune . The Ames program was
cited in the February 19 issue of The Christian Century .
The success of the weekend would not have happened without
the hard work of more than 40 volunteers and staff. The following list identifies the volunteers and their assignments, but it
may not include mention of some doing double-duty. Forgive
me for any omissions. The committee members: Jennifer
Gelwick-Luecke, Amy Erica Smith, and Allen Trenkle; staff:
Becky A. Bridges, Karen Stewart, David Cook, and Interim Minister Rev. Terry Hamilton-Poore; Jerry Chase, Carl and Tania
Tipton, Nancy Clark and Martha Geist (setup dining room); Jim
Peake and Barbara Faidley (registration and financial records,
greeting), Bill and Barbara Yungclas (morning coffee); Phil and
Galina Spike (morning break and lunch service); David White,
Nancy Marks, Eric Abbott, John Baty, Ken and Diane Birt,
Linda Hanson and family and friends (serving lunch and
cleanup), Dinah Kerksieck (driving and morning break), Bill
LaGrange (greeting), Lowell Mathison and Tom Meyer (audio);
Kristin Shields, Sue and Greg Lamont (mid-morning break);
Doug and Peg Powell (mid-morning break and cleanup). Participants enjoyed cookies at the 10:30 a.m. break made by
Kate Mason, Malinda Bauer, Sally Chase, Martha Geist, Frieda
Lehman, Judy Blair, Bonnie Trede, and Charles Kniker.
Matthew Ellinwood prepared and hosted a dinner for Phyllis
Tickle. Nancy Brown provided helpful advice to us throughout
the year and left wonderful instruction sheets for various tasks.
The food service of Green Hills provided the catered luncheon.
Thank you all so much!
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From the Youth Minister
Youth Mission Trip

From July 20-25 the Ames UCC youth
will journey to the Heifer Project Ranch
in Perryville, Arkansas, a working example of sustainable agriculture like the
Heifer Project supports around the
world. The Heifer Ranch includes a
"Global Village" housing more than 15 species of animals, organic gardens and an International Shop.
At the ranch workers raise most of the donated livestock for the
project’s global work. The Heifer Project's mission
is ..."attempting to end world hunger and poverty and caring for
the earth.” In preparation for the trip, the youth will be inviting the
congregation’s participation in several fund raisers. Look for
dishwashers, chocolate festivals, purple toilets and car washes
in the near future!

Executive Board
Search Committee

Over the past few weeks, we have continued to meet weekly,
and we are working diligently, joyfully, and prayerfully. In addition to these meetings, we worked with Pastor Terry to organize
and host “A Morning to Remember” on Sunday, March 2. At that
event, more than 50 individuals participated, and together, we
looked over and added to our church timeline, working to tell and
interpret the story of our church, including the joyful, the painful,
and all the things in-between that have made us who we are
today.
Pastor Terry and members of the Pastoral Search Committee
facilitated both large and small discussion groups, and over the
course of the morning, we developed meaning statements about
who we are as a congregation and what we value most. The
meaning statements were posted on the wall, and all participants had the opportunity to select their top three priorities. The
goal of prioritizing the meaning statements was to identify qualities that our congregation wants to emphasize and to identify
areas for improvement or change.
(continued next page)
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From the Minister to Children and Youth

We need items for the annual Easter egg hunt! If you are out
and about and feel like picking up wrapped candy, stickers,
small toys that can be used inside the plastic eggs on Easter
morning, it would be VERY much appreciated! Donations can
be left in a marked basket in the parlor. THANK YOU!
Don't miss our annual Easter egg hunt! We
will meet in Fellowship Hall at 10 a.m. Easter
Sunday to sing a couple of songs and then
head out to hunt hundreds of eggs!!! Bring
your own basket!

What has been happening in Sunday School?

Our older Sunday School children just finished a rotation on the
story of Ruth. During Lent they are learning stories of Jesus.
We are using the same story as is used each week in worship.
The pre-school class (all boys) is also learning about Jesus
with the same stories.

WAC (Wednesday Afternoon Club),
Our new ministry, WAC, has been such
a success!
We just finished memorizing the 10 commandments and with
that won a reward to an afternoon at Perfect Games! Up next:
we will be learning about the parables of Jesus. A HUGE thank
you to those who drive the children from school to the church
each week: Carl Tipton, Jerry Chase, and Stacey Jones. Also,
thank you to those who have helped provide snacks for the children after school. We still need folks to sign up to bring a snack
(for 12) for the last couple of months of school. If you are interested in providing a snack on a Wednesday afternoon, please
call or email Hannah!

The TIR committee is pleased that donations and revenue
have exceeded $5,400 to date and may reach $6,000. The
cost of the program was $7,000. There is a specific fund that
covers deficits. Through the years, honorarium and travel
expenses have increased significantly. Expanded printing
and publicity efforts resulted in new attendees. The committee asks members of the congregation to consider a donation to the Theologian-in-Residence program to help maintain this signature event.
Next year’s TIR Weekend will be February 28 and March 1,
2015. As part of the celebration of the 150th anniversary of
the congregation, the weekend will highlight the role and significance of music, especially congregational singing, in the
life of the church. Ruth Duck of Garrett Seminary of Evanston, Ill., a noted hymn writer (14 texts of hymns in the New
Century Hymnal) and Cynthia Wilson, the Dean of Students
at Garrett and accomplished singer and pianist, will be the
theologians in residence.
On Sunday, February 16, the congregation dedicated a
plaque listing the speakers and themes of the 30 years the
program has been offered. Paul Lasley created the wooden
base of the historical plaque as well as an announcement
plaque, and a “thank you, Nancy Brown” plaque. The three
plaques are mounted on a wall in the parlor.
--Charles Kniker, Coordinator

In Memoriam
On Tuesday, March 18, Valree Blewett-Dickson, a
long-standing member of our UCC Ames family
passed away.
A celebration of life service was held Monday,
March 24 at UCC Ames.
We surround Jim, Mackenzie, Nolan, and the entire Dickson family with our love and prayers.
In lieu of flowers, memorials may be directed to:
DMACC Foundation Nursing Student Scholarship
Fund—Boone Campus, Story County 4-H Foundation, or a charity of your choice.
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Good Friday Prayer Stations in the UCC sanctuary
A letter from Rich Pleva, UCC Conference Minister
Dear Friends at Ames UCC,
Partnerships have always been the way humans get the most for their
efforts. I’m grateful for your partnership with churches of the Iowa
Conference. Your generous OCWM gift of $23,928 during 2013 has
assisted UCC churches across the state to follow Jesus more faithfully.

from noon-3 p.m. and from 5 to 7 p.m.
What’s a Prayer Station?

Rather than having a Good Friday service at the church, prayer
stations based on the Seven Last Words of Jesus will be set up in
the sanctuary. So you may by wondering:
What exactly is a prayer station?

Thank you and God bless you!!!

Potpourri
UCC is Farm to Folk Distribution Center Every Tuesday

Farm to Folk is offering three different CSA vegetables
shares this season, from TableTop Farm, Iowa Fresh Produce and The Homestead. New this year is a meat share
from Story City Locker and we continue to offer the dairy
share from Picket Fence Creamery and egg shares from a
couple of different producers. More information about each
share can be found at www.farmtofolk.com.
We still have shares available as well the a la carte option
where one can order as often or seldom as one pleases
from an online order form that is updated each week. We
are working with 18 producers this season and have fresh
greens available year round now with a local greenhouse.
We've been fortunate to offer many stored fruits and vegetables this winter too. Spring is now upon us and the offerings will soon be increasing.
We are so appreciative to be able to distribute the fresh
veggies and more at UCC each Tuesday from 4:30 until
6:00 p.m.
--Marilyn Andersen, Coordinator for Farm to Folk

Prayer stations can be different things, but in this case,
tables will be set up with a reading (one of the Seven
Last Words, drawn from the different Gospel accounts
of the Passion), a written prayer, and some kind of
action related to the particular reading.
How long does it take?

That depends on you. If you move through the stations
quickly, it may only take 20 minutes. If you wish to linger,
it may take as long as you wish.
W hy are we doing this?

As you go through the stations individually, at your own
pace, you will accompany Jesus through his last hours.
Because there are two separate drop-in periods, the
hope is that anyone who wishes will be able to come at
some time in the day, as opposed to a separate service
at a set time.

Easter Sunday, April 20
Sunrise Service 7 a.m. at First United
Methodist Church
Easter Egg Hunt at 10 a.m.
Easter Worship 10:45 a.m. at UCC
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2014 Easter Lilies

Palm Sunday Celebration April 13
Join us for our Palm Sunday Celebration! We will meet in the Fellowship Hall
at 9:30 a.m. for crafts, fellowship, and a
light breakfast for ALL ages provided by
the Christian Education team. Children
will be invited to join in during the processional at the beginning of worship with a palm leaf. Lots of fun
and learning as we prepare for Holy Week!
Hope to see YOU there!

Maundy Thursday Service April 17
Ames United Church of Christ, First United
Methodist Church, and First Christian Church
will join for a Maundy Thursday service at 7
p.m. April 17 at Ames UCC. "Maundy" comes
from the Latin word "mandatum," which means
"commandment." On Maundy Thursday, we honor Christ's commands to love one another as he loves us, and to share his supper.
The service, which includes communion, will move us from the
washing of the disciples' feet, to the Last Supper, to Jesus' arrest in
the Garden of Gethsemane. Please join us as we follow Jesus toward the Cross.

April 18
Good Friday Processional at Noon at
Bandshell Park

Ames UCC, First United Methodist and First Christian churches will
gather at the bandshell at 5th and Duff. There we will hear the story
of Jesus’ trial and sentencing and then process down Main Street
with the cross. When we get to the train depot, the rest of the scripture, through when Jesus takes his last breath, will be read. This is
a meaningful way to involve our whole selves in the story of
Christ’s passion.

Be sure to join us for
Holy Communion every
Sunday throughout Lent.

I/We wish to provide _______(#)
Easter Lily/Lilies for use in our
church service on Easter Sunday.
Cost is $11.00 each.
Order Deadline: Friday, April 4
Name:
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
In remembrance of:
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
In honor of:
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
Please be sure to write on the memo portion of
your check that this is for Easter Lilies.
You may pick up your Easter Lilies following
Worship on Easter Sunday, April 20.
Total paid___________
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We are now well into Lent, which, not unlike an interim period, calls us
to reflect on our lives, on who we are, and on where we are going.

I am deeply appreciative of the opportunity to accompany you on both
of these journeys—the interim journey and the Lenten journey. As far
as the interim journey goes, the “Morning to Remember” gave me a
good understanding of where you have been as a congregation; I hope
it did the same for you! The Pastoral Search Committee will next be
inviting you to share with them, in small groups, your hopes and fears
for this church, and those aspects of this congregation that are most
precious to you.

For the Lenten journey, we will continue the soup suppers followed
each week by a Taize service, called “Prayers around the Cross,” in
which we pray through song, words, and silence, and place lighted candles as signs of prayer around the cross.

For Holy Week, First United Methodist Church and First Christian
Church will join us here for a joint Maundy Thursday Service; at noon
on Friday our three churches will join together for a Good Friday Processional through the streets of Downtown; and our sanctuary will be
open from noon to 3 p.m. and from 5 to 7 p.m. for you to drop in and do
the prayer stations set up in the sanctuary, each station focusing on a
different one of the Seven Last Words of Jesus.

Step-by-step we move forward, closer to the cross, closer to Easter,
closer to the future God has in store for us.
Blessings along the way,
Terry

April
2014

Ames United
Church
Business Name
of Christ

Sun
4/2
4/3
4/4
4/5
4/7
4/10
4/11
4/12
4/14
4/17
4/19
4/20
4/21
4/22
4/23
4/24
4/26
4/29

Nolan Dickson
Cara Heuer
Jacob Buchele
Pat Hopkins
Vaughn Speer
Amy Johnson
Phyllis Reister
Nancy Heathman
Barbara Rusk
Courtney Cornell
Ginny Shenk
Alan Hertz
Ailis Shenk-Cook
Patrick Camp
Reese Johnson
Robin Meyer
Tania Tipton
Allison Anderson
Elaine O’Neal
Bill LaGrange
Alyson McClair
Brayden Smithburg
Don Shedd
Mark Mathison
Heather Egeland
Landon Johnson
David White
Matthew Coyle

Newsl etter
Deadl ine:
Wednesday, April 23

Sunday Morning:
9:00 a.m. Breakfast
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
for all ages
10:45 a.m. W orship
Holy Communion will
be celebrated each
Sunday of Lent
Nursery Care is available

Mon

Tue
1 2:15P Staff Mtg.

6

7 6:00P Search

8 12 noon Men’s

9:30A Sunday School
10:45A Worship

Committee– Rm. 104

Fellowship
7:15P Financial Stewardship Team

13 Palm Sunday 14
9:30A
Breakfast
in FH
10:45A
Worship

Wed
2

8:30A Bible Study
12Noon Women’s
Fellowship
2P WAC
5:45-7P Youth Group
5:45P Lent Soup Supper
6:30P Lent Worship
7:00P Chancel Choir

9

8:30A Bible Study
2P WAC
5:45-7P Youth Group
5:45P Lent Soup Supper
6:30P Lent Worship
Financial Stewardship
Mtg. after Taize Service
7:00P Chancel Choir

15 2:15P Staff Mtg. 16
8:30A Bible Study
2P UCC Book Club
6-7:30P Youth Group
6:45P Chancel Choir

Emergency Res.:
Beason/Goedeken
4:30P 150th Anniversary
Mtg.
6:00P Search Committee
– Rm. 104

20 Easter Sunday 21

22 12 noon Men’s 23 Newsletter

7:00A Sunrise Service at
First United Methodist
Church
8:00A Breakfast at First
United Methodist Church
10:00A Easter Egg Hunt
10:45A Worship

Fellowship
7:15P Executive Board

Emergency Res.: Lamont

6:00P Search Committee– Rm. 104

27

28

9:30A Sunday School
10:45A Worship

Emergency Res.:
Yungclas

6:00P Search
Committee– Rm. 104

29

Deadline
8:30A Bible Study
2P WAC
6-7:30P Youth Group
6:45P Chancel Choir

Each Month:
MOW
Farm to Folk
Bell Ringing for
Peace
Wed. Morning Work Crew
AA Group
LGBT Fellowship
People Place

Thu
3

Meals on Wheels
Each Tuesday, 3:00 p.m.
Every Wednesday, 12:10 p.m.
Every Wednesday at 9:00 a.m.
Each Friday, 7:30 p.m.
Every Third Sunday of the month
following worship
Monday—Friday

Fri
4

5
MOW: 1) Clark;
2) Potter/
Andersen

3P INSIGHT Bible Study

10

Sat

11

3P INSIGHT Bible Study

12
MOW: Dirks

5:00P Drumming Circle

17 Maundy
Thursday
7P Maundy
Thursday Worship
with Communion

24

18 Good Friday 19
Noon—Processional at
Bandshell Park
Prayer Stations at UCC:
12-3pm & 5-7pm

25

3P INSIGHT Bible Study
(last one until Fall)
5:00P Drumming Circle

30 8:30A Bible Study
2P WAC
6-7:30P Youth Group
6:45P Chancel Choir

April 30: SoJo Back Bay Mission in Mississippi application due.

MOW: Dev &
Ariadne
9:30A Food at
First

26
MOW: Chase

