
FROM THE INTERIM PASTOR 
 

A Season of Change 

All the blessings of the field, all the stores the gardens yield, 
All the fruits in full supply, ripened ‘neath the summer sky, 

All that spring with bounteous hand scatters o’er the smiling land, 
All that liberal autumn pours from its rich o’erflowing stores. 

--“Come, You Thankful People, Come” v. 2 
 

I have been overwhelmed by the beauty of this fall—the brilliance of the leaves, the clear light of the 
sky. Yes, I’ve seen fall before, but this has been a particularly spectacular version.  

Amid the beauty, though, is the flurry of work associated with the season. Like the birds flying south 
and the squirrels hoarding acorns, we know this is a season of change—a season that heralds something 
else coming soon. At home, I’ve spent this season madly weatherstripping windows and caulking cracks, 
not to mention raking and bagging (and raking and bagging and raking and bagging) all those beautiful 
leaves once they hit the ground. At church, it’s been all about the pledge drive and budgeting, doing 
what needs to be done to prepare for the year ahead. 

Still, it’s no wonder this is the time of year for Thanks-
giving. Change and preparation are hard work--but in 
the midst of that hard work there is so much beauty 
swirling—the creativity and care of each of you, the 
clear light of God’s grace shining through.  

Don’t forget to take a look around, and be grateful. 

Blessings, Terry 
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150TH CAPITAL CAMPAIGN COMMITTEE 

Congregational Meeting, November 2 
There will be a congregational meeting on Sunday, November 2, 2014, after the worship service to dis-
cuss the 150th Capital Campaign plan.  The 150th Capital Campaign committee will ask for a vote for 
launching the campaign and on the prioritization of the proposed improvements (committee recommen-
dations shown below).   

The strategy will be to raise funds and use the agreed-upon prioritization to determine where the funds 
are spent based on the amount raised in the 150th Capital campaign. The proposed improvements are 
the same as those discussed at the congregational meeting in June, 2014. We will have detailed infor-
mation, including “before” pictures and “after” illustrations from our architect, John Lott, who will be 
there to answer questions related to the design concepts. 
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EXECUTIVE BOARD          2015 Budgeting Process 

In accordance with our bylaws, our annual congregational meeting to elect officers and approve a 
budget will be held on December 7, 2014. The budget development starts with our annual pledge drive, 
which was ably conducted by our Financial Stewardship Team and to which many of you have respond-
ed in a very generous manner. The other major part of the budget is the plan for expenses.  

The Executive Board will be recommending three significant changes in the budget expenditures for 
2015. An informational discussion is being planned after worship on November 30 to answer questions 
about these proposed changes prior to the congregational meeting on December 7. 

Proposed Change #1:  Reduce hours for Church Secretary 
The first major change was instituted in July when we reduced the hours per week for the church secre-
tary from 35 hours per week to 30 hours per week. The reduction in hours was prompted by a deficit 
budget and the realization that office automation provided an opportunity to economize in this area. 

Proposed Change #2:  Reduce Music Staff to one position 
The second change will be to combine the positions of Choir Director and Organist into a single position 
of Music Director. Again, the deficit budget facing the church and the knowledge that other churches 
manage with only one person for their paid music staff has encouraged us to recommend this change 
for our music program. The Executive Board is recommending that this change be effective on January 1 
with the new budget year. 

Proposed Change #3:  Strengthen Local and Regional Outreach through monthly offerings. 
The third change is essentially neutral for the budget because we propose removing both expenditures 
and income from the budget that are approximately equal in dollar amount. Currently the budget in-
cludes a section of “Giving Beyond our Building”. At one time, the total for this section accounted for 
20% of our budget, but the percentage has slowly been reduced to try to balance our budgets. Three 
budget line items (OCWM – support for state and national programs of the UCC, Seminary Support, and 
AMOS) will remain in this section.  

Two other budget lines in this section are titled “Local Outreach” and “Regional Outreach”. We discov-
ered that few people are knowledgeable about the beneficiaries of this outreach giving, and we want 
to change this lack of awareness and potentially increase outreach support. Therefore, we are recom-
mending that the local and regional outreach lines be taken out of the budget. Because we want to con-
tinue to support these activities we will also remove an approximately equal income budget line item 
called “Loose Collection” from the budget and direct those resources to these causes. We hope that 
people will be inclined to make special contributions to these causes when they are highlighted through-
out the year, thus increasing our total giving to outreach. In effect, local and regional outreach will be 
able to benefit from special offerings in the same manner as Neighbors in Need and One Great Hour of 
Sharing but will have a “known” base of income support from the loose offering which will be dedicated 
to outreach. 
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Asbestos Abatement in Progress  
The asbestos abatement is still in progress in the Choir Room and Youth 
Room.  Please use the west (Kellogg Street) entrance until the abatement is 
done.  It is advised that you not use the stairwell to the Youth Room or 
Choir Room.  We will keep you updated on the progress. Thank you for your 
patience during this time!            —Property Team 

Voice Your Priorities for Outreach! 
Dear Congregation, it is that time of year again when our church makes donations to local and regional 
non-profit organizations.  Social Justice and Outreach will meet on Tuesday, November 4 at 7:15 p.m. to 
determine what organizations we will contribute to this calendar year.  If any of you would like infor-
mation on what we have done in the past or have any suggestions or ideas for the future please feel free 
to contact us.                       —Kim Spangler, Social Justice and Outreach Team Coordinator, 515-890-1569                                                                       

Remembering Our Saints, Celebrating Our Past 
As the year draws to a close, we take time to remember those who have blessed our lives and give 
thanks.  In celebration of All Saints Sunday, November 2, the worship service will include Communion.  

Sunday, November 23 – A Play about Ames UCC History, and Hearty Eucharist 
Rather than a sermon, we’ll kick off our sesquicentennial celebration with “The Bell at Sixth and Kellogg, 
Ames’ First Church – 150 Years”. Members and friends of Ames UCC performed this play written by Jan 
Bauer during the 2013 Fourth of July sesquicentennial celebration. See it again, or for the first time, dur-
ing worship on November 23. The play is based on the writings of Farwell T. Brown, Ames’ official histo-
rian and member of the Ames UCC. The play features characters from Ames’ historical past including the 
congressman for whom the city is named, Oakes Ames; the first minister of Ames’ first church, Reverend 
John White; and Ames’ founding mother, Cynthia Duff.  

In preparation for Thanksgiving, we will also enjoy a Hearty Eucharist on November 23.  This newer tra-
dition will include a variety of fruits, vegetables, and breads, making the Eucharist hearty.  Please mark 
your calendars and plan on coming to celebrate.  If you are able to provide food or assistance with prep-
arations or decorations, please contact Bradley Duckstein at 515-971-2886 or  bduckstein@gmail.com – 
many hands make light work!  This is indeed a special time of year, and a special time in the life of our 
church.  Thanks be to God!                                        —Worship and Music Team 

 
 
 

 

                  Save the Date! 

                            The Pastoral Search Committee invites you to pencil in November 15-16  
                           as a possible candidating weekend for a potential new pastor.   

                  More news will be forthcoming! 
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION NEWS 

Learning Center 

Continental breakfast Sundays at 9:00 a.m., Program begins at 9:30 a.m. in Fellowship Hall.  
November 2 - The 150th Celebration Team will share the plans for the big anniversary celebration.  Hear 
about what  is coming up late this year as well as next. 
November 9 - A Journeys of Faith program in honor of our 150th year.  Long time members—
particularly those who have belonged for 50+ years—  are invited to be our special guests and share 
memories of our church’s past. 
November 16 - Carolyn Goedeken, the daughter of Ed Goedeken and Laura Beason, will share her expe-
riences as a Peace Corps volunteer in Madagascar. 
November 23 - We will learn about the Ames Boys & Girls Club from Erica Peterson, the new director. 
November 30 - No Program [Thanksgiving Weekend]. 

Godly Play 

Our new Godly Play curriculum has gotten off to a fantastic start! Our children have learned the stories 
of Abraham and Sarah, David, the church calendar, and the parables of The Mustard Seed and The Good 
Samaritan.  Stop by one Sunday to hear and experience one of the stories with us!  We are also looking 
for adults to help with the storytelling. To learn more about becoming a storyteller, contact Genya 
Coffey or Hannah Hannover.  Thanks to everyone that has been so supportive of this new ministry!  

Wednesday Afternoon Club (WAC) 

This past month we have learned how God is like...a rock, a potter, a servant, and an inventor!  One 
week we had so much fun baking cookies and delivering them to some of our friends in the congrega-
tion!  Our goal is to learn all the books of the Bible in order before the end of this school year.  Please be 
praying for our time together with this group.  For the adults that provide transportation to the children, 
for the volunteers that spend their time preparing and leading activities, for those of you that have pro-
vided snacks, and for our children-that they would be touched by this ministry of our church.  

Meet Our New Nursery Workers! 

We have three new care providers for our nursery on Sunday mornings and other activities.  Check out 
the bulletin board across from the nursery to see a photo and short bio on each of these helpers.  We 
are so blessed to have such warm and loving providers to care for our smallest children!  

Advent Party & Church Decorating 
Sunday, November 30 at 4:30 p.m.  

Come make crafts (for all ages), listen to Christmas music, decorate cookies, 
and enjoy each other’s company as we kick off this very special time in the 
church year.  People can also gather in the sanctuary to decorate our church for 
Christmas! Then, stay for pizza in the Fellowship Hall at 6:00 p.m. 
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Pledge Campaign Follow-Up 
Fall Pledge Campaign to cover 2015 Operating Budget kicked off on Sunday, September 21. Mission 
Moments speakers related some personal experiences the subsequent three Sundays, and a letter 
from the Pastor was sent out the week prior to Pledge Sunday. 

Pledge Sunday was October 12. Follow-up letters to those who have pledged in prior years but who 
have not yet pledged for 2015 have been sent. Pledges thus far look promising for avoiding painful 
budget cuts. If you haven’t sent in your pledge card, please do so as soon as possible!  

September year-to-date for 2014 expenses vs income very nearly balancing which is as it should be. 
FST will next meet at 7:15 PM, Tuesday, November 18, in Fellowship Hall jointly with all the Team 
Coordinators/ Vice-coordinators to balance the budget for 2015.           —Financial Stewardship Team  

MEMBER SERVICES 

Women’s Fellowship 

We will have one Women’s Fellowship in November.  We will meet on the second Wednesday 
(November 12) to have a program.  As of publication we do not have our speaker confirmed, but we 
hope to hear about FOOD AT FIRST and their many programs.  Join us on Wednesday, November 12 
to visit and learn a few new things.  Hope to see you there.  Don’t forget your lunch! 

Chili Cook-Off /Pie Bake-Off a Culinary Success! 

If you missed this event, you missed a lot—a spread of spicy chilis, a plethora of tasty pies, and a 
whole lot of fun! Many thanks to Members Services for putting together this gustatory gathering! 

Rev. Terry Hamilton-Poore will be away November 16-30. 
 
                           In case of emergency or pastoral concerns, please contact: 
                                     Hannah Hannover, Minister to Children & Families 
                                                  515-408-0228, hannah@amesucc.org  
                                                          - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
                   The church office will also be closed for Thanksgiving on: 
                                                                     November 27 & 28 
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LIBRARY NEWS 
Brownies and Books 

Look for a BROWNIES AND BOOKS display on November 9 during coffee 
fellowship.  Thanksgiving books and Christmas books will be on display.  
Come and browse our collection and enjoy a brownie! 

Book Review  

“Little Heathens - Hard times and High Spirits on an Iowa Farm During the 
Great Depression”  
by Mildred Armstrong Kalish  

This is a compelling memoir of a hard scrabble life on an Iowa farm in the 1930’s.  With no electricity or 
indoor plumbing, little heat or money on the farm, Mildred finds joy in the priceless blessings of life. 
Whether you are from farm origins or not, this biography is the most entertaining Iowa history book 
you’ll ever read. This was a book read by the UCC Book Club.  Ask the book club members about it and 
the discussion we had after reading this true to life book.            -Reviewed by Pat Spangler 

Children’s Book Review   

“Grandad’s Prayers of the Earth”  
by Douglas Wood, illustrated by P.J. Lynch 

As a grandson and his granddad take walks in the woods together, the young boy asks his granddad 
questions about things he was unsure about.  This book is about the day the boy asks his granddad 
about prayers.  The grandfather talks to him about how different things in nature pray also.  Rocks, 
streams, birds, and yes, people pray.  All in their own ways, all for their own reasons. The illustrator visit-
ed with the author in Minnesota before doing the illustrations.  He said, “I’m not sure which was more 
inspiring, the words of Doug’s story or the beautiful landscapes he showed me.  This picture book is an 
inspiration and a simple explanation about prayers.  (the words will always be right if they are real and 
true and come from the heart).               -Review by Barbara Faidley 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for the books! 

Both book reviews this month were on books that were donated to 
the Church Library.  Thanks again to all of you that have given us some 
terrific books.  And if you haven’t had a chance to check out the new 
additions, be sure to stop by! 
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Mid-Central Iowa Church Library Volunteers   
Yes, there is such an organization.  We try to get together at least once a 
year and sometimes twice.  We come from all denominations and from 
many communities in this area. All the church libraries are of different 
sizes and library committees are different sizes also.   Our latest meeting 
was on October 5 at Collegiate Presbyterian Church here in Ames.  We 
had 15-20 people attending from 10 different church libraries.  We share 
what has been happening in our church libraries and we get to see a 
different church library at each meeting.   I was happy to attend from our 
church.  I got some good ideas about library organization and some 
names of good books to add to our collection.                  -Barbara Faidley 

 
  

 

 

Good Neighbor Emergency Assistance  

Benefit Concert 
Sunday, November 9,  2:00 p.m. 

at Bethesda Lutheran Church 

1517 Northwestern Avenue, Ames 

Please join us for this 17th annual concert that has become a fall favorite 
of both audiences and performers who appreciate great choral music. This 
year 15 choirs from the Ames area will perform before a full audience.  In 
addition, a combined concert choir will perform in a two-song finale. 

A free will donation will be received to benefit Good Neighbor Emergency Assistance, Inc., and its 
mission of providing emergency rent, utility, food, and gas assistance in an atmosphere of dignity, 
comfort and encouragement to needy residents of Story County. 

For more information about the work of Good Neighbor Emergency Assistance, Inc., phone 515-
294-1449 or visit www.gnea.org. 

http://www.gnea.org
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Harvest Dinner 
and Bake & Craft Sale 

 
Salem United Church of Christ 

Alleman, Iowa 
 

Wednesday, November 19, 2014 
5:00—7:00 p.m. 

 
Advance Ticket Sales Only 

Phone Number 
Adults  $10, Children (4-12) $5,  Children under 4 FREE 

 

 

 

 

Forgetting To Remember 

A Benefit Concert Featuring  

Singer/Songwriter Deb Kline 

 

Friday, November 14, 7:00 p.m. 

Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Ames 

1015 N. Hyland 

 

Freewill Donation 



United Church of Christ—Congregational 
217 Sixth Street 
Ames, IA 50010 
  
  
Return Service Requested 

Non-Profit Org. 
U.S. Postage Paid 
Permit No. 153  
Ames, IA 50010 

In keeping with the life and teaching of Jesus 
Christ, we joyfully and unconditionally welcome 
all people of any age, gender, race, culture, ability 
or sexual orientation into our community of faith 
and affirm the worth of all people as unique indi-
viduals made in God’s image. We are open to the 
special gifts that each person brings and invite 
each one to participate in the life of our church.  

 

STAFF 

Ministers................The Rev.  Terry Hamilton-Poore, Interim Minister 
            Hannah Hannover, Children & Families Minister 

Emily Kenneke, Youth Director 
Music Director...............................................................Lesley Lackore 
Keyboardist....................................................................Karen Stewart 
Secretary....................................................................Becky A. Bridges 
Sexton.................................................................................David Cook 
Financial Secretary....................................................Nancy Heathman 
  

EXECUTIVE BOARD 
Moderator.............................................................................Phil Spike 
Team Advisor.................................................................Ellen Barnhart 
Caring Network.........................................................Christa Andersen 
Christian Education.........................................................Genya Coffey 
Financial Stewardship.......................................................Doug Powell 
Invitation and Welcome....................................................Bill Yungclas 
Member Services..................................................................Jan Bauer 
Property...................................................................................Ken Birt    
Social Justice and Outreach.............................................Kim Spangler 
Worship & Music.....................................................Bradley Duckstein 
Association and Conference Delegate..................................Jim Peake 
Treasurer............................................................................Jim Dickson 
Clerk..............................................................................Lynette Spicer  

YOU ARE WELCOME HERE! 



 

 

YOU ARE WELCOME HERE!  

NOVEMBER 2014 
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

ONGOING EVENTS 
9:00a –Breakfast 
9:30a – Learning Center 
9:30a – Sunday School 
10:45a – Worship 
6:00p – Youth Group 

ONGOING EVENTS 
5:30p – Emergency Residence 
Program Meals (except 1

st
 wk) 

ONGOING EVENTS 
3:00p – Farm to Folk 
7:15p – Students for Progressive 
Christianity 

ONGOING EVENTS 
8:30a – Morning Bible Study 
9:00a – Work Crew 
12:10p – Peace Bell Ringing 
2:05p – WAC 
6:45p – Chancel Choir Rehearsal 
 

ONGOING EVENTS 
3:00p – INSIGHT Bible Study 

ONGOING EVENTS 
7:30p – Alcoholics Anonymous 

ONGOING EVENTS 
11:15a – Meals On Wheels 

1     MOW:  Potter/Anderson 
9:00a:  Fall Clean Up 

Daylight Savings Time 
Turn clocks ahead 1 hour 

ONGOING EVENTS (SEE ABOVE) 

2        ALL SAINTS SUNDAY 3 4 5 6 7 8 

Holy Communion 
Congregational Meeting – 
150

th
 Capital Campaign 

 
ONGOING EVENTS (SEE ABOVE) 

 
 
 

ONGOING EVENTS (SEE ABOVE) 

7:15p – Social Justice & 
Outreach (rm 104) 
 
 

ONGOING EVENTS (SEE ABOVE) 

 
 
 
 

ONGOING EVENTS (SEE ABOVE) 

7:00p - Cooking Class  
 
 
 

ONGOING EVENTS (SEE ABOVE) 

 
 
 
 

ONGOING EVENTS (SEE ABOVE) 

MOW:  Hernandez 
10:00a – Cooking Class 
 
 

ONGOING EVENTS (SEE ABOVE) 

BIRTHDAYS 9 10 11 12  NO BIBLE STUDY 13 14 15 

1 – Kathryn Shields         
2 – Greg Lamont 
3 – Jesica Rowland 
5 – Larry Trede 
6 – Hannah Hannover 
8 – Malinda Bauer 
12 – Bradley Duckstein, Will Hannover 
13 – Laura Beason 
14 – Jeff Breitman, Russell Jacobs, Michelle Kimble 
15 – Richard Heuer 
16 – Kerry Strum 
18 – Oscar Chelcea, Doug Powell 

2:30p – Central 
Association, Madrid, IA 
 
 

ONGOING EVENTS (SEE ABOVE) 

ERP:  Powell 
1:30p – Learning Center 
Planning (rm 104) 
6:00p – PSC (rm 104) 

ONGOING EVENTS (SEE ABOVE) 

12:00p – Men’s 
Fellowship 
 
 

ONGOING EVENTS (SEE ABOVE) 

12:00p – Women’s 
Fellowship 
NO WAC 
 
ONGOING EVENTS (SEE ABOVE) 

 
 
 
 

ONGOING EVENTS (SEE ABOVE) 

 
 
 
 

ONGOING EVENTS (SEE ABOVE) 

MOW:  Dirks 
9:30a – Food at First 

POSSIBLE CANDIDATE 
WEEKEND 

ONGOING EVENTS (SEE ABOVE) 

16 17 18 19  NO BIBLE STUDY 20 21 22 

Congregational Meeting 
POSSIBLE CANDIDATE 

WEEKEND 
ONGOING EVENTS (SEE ABOVE) 

ERP: Hieber 
6:00p – PSC (rm 104) 
 

ONGOING EVENTS (SEE ABOVE) 

7:15p – Executive Board 
 
 

ONGOING EVENTS (SEE ABOVE) 

2:00p – UCC Book Club 
NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 
 

ONGOING EVENTS (SEE ABOVE) 

 
 
 

ONGOING EVENTS (SEE ABOVE) 

 
 
 

ONGOING EVENTS (SEE ABOVE) 

MOW:  Trenkle 
 
 

ONGOING EVENTS (SEE ABOVE) 

                         Rev. Terry Hamilton-Poore away November 16-30.                         

ANNIVERSARIES 23      150
TH

 CELEBRATION 24 25 26  NO BIBLE STUDY 27       THANKSGIVING 28 29 

8 – Amy Young & Patrick Camp 
12 – Amy & Luke Johnson 
28 – Frieda & Dean Lehman 

Hearty Eucharist 
 
 

ONGOING EVENTS (SEE ABOVE) 

ERP:  Alt 
6:00p – PSC (rm 104) 
 

ONGOING EVENTS (SEE ABOVE) 

12:00p – Men’s 
Fellowship 
 

ONGOING EVENTS (SEE ABOVE) 

1:00p – Assemble 
Newsletter 
 

ONGOING EVENTS (SEE ABOVE) 

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED 
 
 

ONGOING EVENTS (SEE ABOVE) 

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED 
 
 

ONGOING EVENTS (SEE ABOVE) 

MOW:  Chase 
 
 

ONGOING EVENTS (SEE ABOVE) 

                         Rev. Terry Hamilton-Poore away November 16-30.                         

30    NO SUNDAY SCHOOL Coming up...    
          December 2 – Congregational mtg. following worship to vote on 2015 budget  

December 14 – 10:45 a.m. Children’s Christmas Program 
December 21 – 10:45 a.m. Chancel Choir Christmas Program 
December 24 – 7:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 

Alternative Gift Market – each Sunday in Advent 

For the most up to date calendar visit: 
 

www.AmesUCC.org/calendar 

DECEMBER 
NEWSLETTER 

DEADLINE: 
November 19th  

12:00 p.m. 

Charles Kniker Preaching 
4:30p – Advent Party & 
Decorating 

ONGOING EVENTS (SEE ABOVE) 

                

 


