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UPCOMING EVENTS
Strengthen the Church Offering
Churches throughout the UCC will be collec ng for the Strengthen the
Church oﬀering on Pentecost Sunday, June 4. Funds from the
Strengthen the Church oﬀering go to start new churches and renew
exis ng ones, and support programs for youth and young adults. Look
for inserts in your bulle n this month that will tell you about some of
the churches and projects Strengthen the Church has supported in the
past. Visit ucc.org/stc to learn more

5th Annual Worship at Hobbit’s Hill
On Sunday, June 18 at 10:30 a.m. join us for worship and a potluck
outdoors at Hobbit’s Hill, home of George Belitsos and Peter Wolfe.
Their home is located at 5508 W Lincoln Way. Look for more
informa on in our publica ons closer to the event.

Guest Preacher Rich Pleva
Join us for worship at 10:30 a.m. on Sunday, June 25 with Rich Pleva,
Conference Minister of the Iowa Conference of the United Church of
Christ.

July Worship at 9:30 a.m.
July 2 Worship at Ames UCC with First Chris an Church.
July 9 Worship at Ames UCC with First Chris an Church and AMOS
Lead Organizer Liz Hall preaching.
July 16 Worship at First Chris an Church with Pr. Eileen Gebbie
preaching.

Hunting for Eggs on Easter Morning

July 23 Worship at First Chris an Church with Pr. Eileen Gebbie
preaching.
July 30 Worship at Brookside Park with First Chris an and First Bap st
Churches.
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TEAM TALK
Sabbatical for Pr. Hannah by Pr. Eileen
On July 1, Pr. Hannah will have her 10th anniversary as a pastor in our
church. Ini ally hired as a layperson, she became a licensed minister in
the Iowa Conference of the UCC in July of 2009.
In keeping with the Conference guidelines for our pastors (sabba cal
every ﬁve years), the Personnel CommiAee recommended releasing Pr.
Hannah from her usual du es for a sabba cal/ me of clergy renewal
from Monday, June 26 through Monday, September 4, a period of me
when Pr. Hannah is usually only working 15 hours/week. This
recommenda on was resoundingly and unanimously approved by the
Execu ve Team at their mee ng on Tuesday, April 18.
During her sabba cal, Pr. Hannah will begin the process of qualifying for
ordina on. Ordina on is a worshipful act of blessing from the
candidate’s suppor ng congrega on (us!) which provides the ordinand
with na onal ministerial standing, the tle “The Reverend,” and the use
of stoles. The process includes a psychological exam, forming a member
in discernment commiAee, mee ng with the Iowa Conference
CommiAee on Authorized Ministry, and the like.
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Worship and Music (WAM) by Barbara Faidley
Lent and Holy Week is a busy me of the year for this team as we
recruit deacons, ushers and greeters for all the services that we host at
our church. It is our goal as a team to help Pr. Eileen, Pr. Hannah, Lesley,
and Sunny make your worship service meaningful. Our team also took
on the task of placing signiﬁcant items on the communion table for
three services during Lent. It made us all think a liAle bit harder about
the scripture of the day and what it meant.
During this me our team also realized that the brass candles cks that
normally sit on our Communion table were in need of a good polish.
We took that on as part of our responsibility. There was a tremendous
diﬀerence in the look from the before to the aIer pictures. Many
people have worked on our beau ful banners and pennants. It is also
the responsibility of our team to help Dinah Kirksieck remove and
replace banners and pennants during any me of the year. We had one
set of banners up, changed to another set for Lent, changed for Palm
Sunday, changed again for Holy Week and then changed for Easter.
WAM was also responsible for the GIVE SOMETHING FOR LENT oﬀering.
It was very successful and we collected 290 pounds of dona ons for the
MICA Food Pantry.

New Weekly Bible Study? by Pr. Eileen
Should Pr. Hannah become “cleared for ordina on, pending call” by the
Central Associa on of the Iowa Conference of the UCC, our church
would then discern whether to vote to extend her a call rather than
leave her as a hire. There would be no diﬀerence in her du es within
our church, but it would allow us to hold a worship service of ordina on
and installa on. It would also hold both Pr. Hannah and the church to
the du es and expecta ons outlined in the UCC’s Manual on Ministry
(hAp://www.ucc.org/ministers_manual), such as this prac ce of
sabba cal.
Pr. Hannah will also use her sabba cal me for well-earned rest and
renewal.

I have been geLng a lot of requests over the last six months for another
standing Bible study and/or a class on the non-canonical gospels on a
weekday evening. (Our current BS is at 8:30 a.m. on Wednesdays, which
is not so convenient for those who work.)
Are there six or more of you who want to commit to six weeks straight
to a Wednesday evening Bible study either from 6:30-7:30 p.m. or 7-8
p.m. (with childcare) star ng September 27 (and through November 1)?
What is your me preference? AIer that, come and go as you are able.
This is about gauging real interest and establishing the habit. Let me
know!
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Christian Education by Pr. Hannah
Thank you to everyone who donated goodies for Easter eggs!
We were able to ﬁll 1200 eggs this year. We had over 30 children join us
Easter morning for our annual hunt!
Vaca on Bible School
This year our theme for Vaca on
Bible School (VBS) is HERO
CENTRAL aka Super Heroes of the
Bible!
If your child is 3 years old through
completed 5th grade, join
us Monday-Thursday, June 1922 from 9:00 a.m. un l 12:00
noon as we learn new stories, sing,
make craIs, do science
experiments, and have so much
fun together! (The 5th and 6th grade children will be doing mission work
all week in a separate VBS adventure.)
We will share VBS again this year with our friends at First United
Methodist Church and St. John's Episcopal Church. It will be hosted
across the street at First United Methodist. You can sign up online
(cokesburyvbs.com/AmesVBS2017) or with Pr. Hannah.

2017 Theologian in Residence Program in
Retrospect by Charles Kniker
As promised, re red Episcopal priest
and former journalist Harry T. Cook
oﬀered a provoca ve series of
presenta ons to Ames UCC church
members and other aAendees at the
March 4 and 5, 2017 TIR weekend.
The theme of the weekend was God,
Christ and Religious Ac on.”
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The ﬁrst session, “Origins of the Gods: Stuﬀ We Should Know,” asked
listeners to consider how they developed their concept of God. The
challenge: Have you/we designed God in our own image? The second
presenta on was deﬁnitely challenging to the historical doctrine of the
Trinity. Cook asked, “Is the Jesus of the New Testament a Composite
Character?” Challenge: Can you/we/others prove that there was a
historical Jesus who was more than a peasant sage? To answer that
ques on, Cook reviewed a number of historical sources and literary
documents. The aIernoon program was largely a Ques on and Answer
session based on ideas generated in his book Salva on by Works: A
Humanist Manifesto.
On Sunday morning, a number of non-Ames UCC aAendees joined us for
Cook’s Adult Forum. The animated session focused on responsibili es of
new clergy vs. expecta ons from congrega onal members. Challenge:
What can/should congrega ons reasonably expect of their ministers? To
what extent do we carry out our roles as ministers? Cook preached on
the parable of the Good Samaritan in the morning worship service.
The aAendance at this year’s program was: 1st session: 92, 2nd session:
91 and 3rd session: 64 there were 50 present and the Adult Forum and
160 at the worship service. Not all aAendees ﬁlled out the registra on
form. On the 55 who did and those who registered online, we know at
least 12 diﬀerent ci es were represented -- Ames (36), Ankeny (3),
Grinnell (2), Marshalltown (2), West Bend, WI (2), Jewell (1), Melbourne
(1), Indianola (1), DewiA (1), Zearing (1), Des Moines (1), and Johnston
(1). Those who completed the registra on form gave the program
ra ngs four (4) and ﬁve (5). WriAen comments expressed apprecia on
to our congrega on for providing this annual event.
The ﬁnal report of the revenue and expenses is not yet available; a few
small bills are s ll outstanding. However, the results are posi ve. Over
$5,000 was received from registra ons and from cash and checks in the
dona on boxes. A special giI for the TIR Endowment ($5,000) was also
received. FiIy-seven box lunches were purchased this year.
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As always, the TIR CommiAee needs to recognize and thank the many
church and non-Ames UCC members who helped with this signature
event of the congrega on. This year 34 persons were volunteers. They
were: Eric AbboA, Louie BaniA, Janet Binder, Kevin Binder, Sally Chase,
Jim Coppoc, Peggy Cutlip, Joyce Davidson, Barbara Faidley, Ami Frank,
Jennifer Gelwick-Luecke, Martha Geist, Herb Harmison, Susan Jones,
Charles Kniker, Greg Luecke, Nancy Marks, Jenna McCarley, Tom Meyer,
Mim PaAerson, Jim Peake, Peg Powell, Sharron Slinger, LyneAe
Spicer, Galena Spike, Pat Spangler, Phil Spike, Donna Starck,
Carl Tipton, Tania Tipton, Allen Trenkle, Ka e Tschopp, Barbara
Yungclas, Bill Yungclas. We apologize if any names were omiAed.
Based on comments, we plan to do publicity sooner next year. For your
informa on, we are close to iden fying our Theologian-in-Residence for
next year. We believe it will be an exci ng event with a diﬀerent format.

Social Justice and Outreach by Diane Birt
The SOJO Team has recommended and the Execu ve Board approved
the following distribu on of budgeted outreach funds. (see next page)
All of these agencies/organiza ons play important roles in serving the
needy in our community and we are pleased that Ames UCC provides
this support. Three recipients are new to the list this year: Primary
Health Care Farm to Clinic, Story County Community Housing Trust Fund
and AMOS Clergy training. The ﬁrst was added because of the growing
importance of Primary Health Care in providing much needed services in
Ames. The alloca on to Story County Community Housing will help pay
for the applica on needed to set up a Story County Housing Trust and
the AMOS clergy training alloca on is in recogni on of the growing
importance of AMOS for our outreach eﬀorts. Since the overall amount
available to distribute was slightly reduced from the amount available in
2016 and in order to add these three agencies, con nuing recipients
generally received slightly lower alloca ons than in 2016.

Financial Stewardship by Janet Binder
Every Sunday, near the end of our regular worship service, we pass the
oﬀering plates. It’s the me for us to freely share our treasure with the
congrega on just as we so oIen share our me and talents. So, you’d
think that I could remember to bring my monthly pledge oﬀering, right?
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Unfortunately, I too oIen forget to bring my check – even with the
reminder I have programmed into my cell phone calendar. Do you
some mes forget to bring your oﬀering, too?
Of course, some of you may be wondering, “Checks?? Who uses checks
anymore?!?”
Whichever side you fall on, you’ll be glad to know that Ames UCC has a
solu on for you. Our theology isn’t the only thing that’s progressive!
Here’s a summary of your giving op ons:
1. Electronic, on-line transfer from a credit card or bank account. You
can set up secure, electronic giving through the church web site at
hAp://www.amesucc.org/give.html. On this web page, you will ﬁnd
a set of frequently asked ques ons that will help guide you through
the process. Once you are ready to make a payment, select
the “Click Here to Make an Online Dona on” buAon near the top of
the page. A new web page will open with ﬁelds for you to enter the
amount, op ons for designa ng where the money is to be used, and
to indicate the frequency of your giI – one- me or recurring.
Once you’ve made your selec ons, click “con nue” and you will be
asked to select the source of your electronic transfer, either your
bank account or a credit card. Enter your details and then conﬁrm
your transac on. You will have the op on to set up an account
password that will allow you to log in and review your giIs, make
changes to the op ons you selected, or easily make another giI. If
you would like help seLng up an electronic transfer from your bank
account, contact Financial Secretary Nancy Heathman for assistance.
Important informa on you should know: The church pays a base
fee of $25 per month plus 35¢ for each bank transfer or 45¢ for each
credit card transac on to oﬀer this service. If you make an electronic
payment using your credit card, there is an addi onal processing fee
ranging from 2.75% to 3.5% that will be deducted from your giI. In
order to reduce expenses and maximize your giI, we would
encourage you either make your transfer from a bank account or
choose the op on to add 3.00% to your credit card giI to help cover
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the processing fees. If it works with your budget, one monthly
transac on would also be cheaper than four weekly transac ons.
2. Use the Vanco giving app called “Give+” on your smart phone. To
make your electronic giving even easier, Vanco Payment Solu ons,
the company that hosts our electronic, on-line transfer op on, has a
free app allowing you to make a giI any me, anywhere using your
compa ble Android or Apple smart phone. If you already use your
phone to pay for things like coﬀee or e-books, you’ll deﬁnitely want
to look into this app! See hAp://connect.vancopayments.com/
giveplus-mobile for more details on Give+.
3. Use the electronic banking feature of your ﬁnancial ins tu on. With
this op on, you will use your bank’s or credit union’s web page to
send your giI. Your ﬁnancial ins tu on will write a check for you
and mail it to the church oﬃce. Every bank is diﬀerent, so check with
your ﬁnancial ins tu on for help with set-up and to learn what fees,
if any, that you may be charged.
4. If you have stock or other non-cash giIs that you would like to give,
contact Treasurer Lee Bauer for assistance.
5. Of course, tradi onal checks or cash placed in the Sunday oﬀering
plate or mailed to the church oﬃce will always be accepted. If you
want Nancy to keep a record of your giving, cash giIs must be
placed in an oﬀering envelope with your name and giI type (pledge,
special oﬀering, etc.) on the front. Remember - loose cash oﬀering
(not in an envelope) given on Communion Sundays is used to help
members of our community who are facing ﬁnancial challenges, so
bring your spare change and bills to communion!
So, there you go, ﬁve op ons to make your treasure sharing simple,
secure, and convenient. Which op on do you like best? Do you know of
another op on you’d like us to explore? Let us know! We’d love to hear
from you.
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Attic to Basement Church Sale by Barbara Faidley
It is me to think of de-cluAering your house and giving the items you
no longer want or need to the church ABC Sale. We are interested in
almost any item you might have to discard. Here are some sugges ons
of items you could bring:
From the Garage
Tools, old spor ng equipment and gear, gardening tools, outdoor décor,
ﬂags and windsocks, pots and planters
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Please bring your dona ons to the elevator lobby in the basement
during oﬃce hours or on Sunday morning. The church building will be
locked, but you can ask Ka e Tschopp in the oﬃce for help. The sale will
occur in August, but the speciﬁc date has not been decided yet. If you
have any ques ons or need to bring items aIer church oﬃce hours,
please contact Barbara Faidley at 233-3874 or barbara@faidley.org.

CHURCH CHAT

Home Décor and Linens
Wall hangings, vases, candles statues, items from other countries,
vintage collec bles, pictures and picture frames, towels, sheets,
blankets, pillows

Your Lent and Easter by Barbara Faidley, Debi Ford, and Steve

Kitchen
Small appliances, bakeware, dishes, pots and pans, silverware, glasses,
utensils for baking and cooking

A Meaningful Part of Lent by Barbara Faidley
I par cipated in many of the Lenten oﬀerings at our church this year. Of
the many happenings during Lent at our church, the most meaningful to
me were the Wednesday noon services. They were all short, simple
services but meaningful. Ben Schrag wrote some short meaningful
songs that ﬁt the seLng very well. Our sanctuary can be a medita ve
area when it is not crowded and silence is observed. Visi ng might take
place as you entered the sanctuary for the service but the atmosphere
stressed the silence and meaning of this me (Lent) in the church year.
It was a simple way for me to de-stress during a busy me. I was very
pleased that we added this to our Lenten prac ces this year. These
services are on the website under Worship and then Sermons.

Hobby and Entertainment
Children’s and adult books of any shape and size, hardbound or
paperback, DVDs, CDs, records, craI items like cloth, paper, notebooks,
and sta onery
Toys
Games, toys, clean stuﬀed animals and puppets, infant toys, puzzles of
any size for any age
Jewelry and Accessories
Scarves, belts, jewelry, purses, and bags. Please NO CLOTHING.
Furniture
Infant equipment like bassinets, bouncers, bed sides, high chairs, step
stools, etc. Large furniture is not accepted for sale un l two weeks
before sale me. Please NO TVs.

Rogers-Smith
I’ve asked some of our fellow seekers to write reﬂec ons on what their
Easter was like. – Pr. Eileen

My First Easter at Ames UCC by Debi Ford
I think the last me I went to church on Easter was over 40 years ago. I
did not want to go just on Easter-that felt so ar ﬁcial to me. I was very
much looking forward to going this year. It was lovely and upliIing joyous and soul soothing. The ﬁnal Hallelujah chorus was glorious, as
was the sermon. I loved all the laughter with the children's celebra on! I
felt I was home-warm and comforted, encouraged and challenged. I am
so happy to have found my church tribe-it ﬁlls me with peace and love
and I am blessed to be a member of UCC!
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My Easter by Steve Rogers-Smith
I have belonged to the Church for 10 years. In that me I have found
friends and "family" here. I am con nually impressed with the members
of this church. The way people pull together to support others is
amazing.
I can personally aAest to the support given from members of this
church, it's fantas c.
In the 10 years that I have been a member at Ames UCC, I have had the
pleasure to listen to several Pastors. Our current Pastors are Eileen
Gebbie and Hannah Carse Hannover. They are doing an excellent job as
they did on Easter Sunday. The Children's Celebra on was even beAer
than normal. The way both Pastors talk to the kids and listen to what
the kids are saying is amazing. I can't imagine a Sunday without the
Children's Celebra on.
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But Zacchaeus felt happy and liked when Jesus came to his house. He
then knew he was important to God, and didn't feel lonely and sad
anymore.
This shows how much God loves people. If some people in the world
look down on other people, it doesn't mean God doesn't love those
other people. And we should like them, too, and give them a chance.
In my life, the people who teach me about God are my grandma and
mom. They are very helpful, so I see God in them.
Adelae Johnson
In this story Jesus wanted to get to know Zacchaeus by visi ng him at his
home. What I like to do at church is say “good morning” to people that I
don’t know so I can learn their names. I see how this is similar because
it is about building beAer rela onships with each other.

The sermon that Pastor Eileen gave on Easter Sunday was excep onally
good. I liked the way she was asking what our favorite stories of the
season were. I would have to say that the way Jesus would walk among
and touch the poor; the sick; and the diseased. He loved
uncondi onally, no maAer where you were from or if you were
female. he just loved everyone. it would deﬁnitely be nice for everyone
to be treated as equals today.

Other things I like to do at church are pain ng, drawing, and using Wiki
S cks at Godly Play.

I am just very happy that my husband and I have a Church that is so
open, aﬃrming and welcoming.

Adeline O’Neal
I like the part of the story when Zacchaeus found out he could care and
he started thinking about giving the extra money he took from the
people. This is like when I see all the food at communion, this makes
me happy and makes me want to come back to church every Sunday.

Children’s Sermons
On Sunday, April 2, several of children of the church preached during
worship on Luke 18:31-19:10.
Ailis ShenkCook
Where do I see God? In the Zacchaeus story, Zacchaeus was very small
and no one liked him. When Jesus came to Zacchaeus's house, he was
very surprised. Jesus was a popular guy, and people liked him, not
Zacchaeus who was a tax collector.

This church is also where my Girl Scouts Troop meets. I am thankful that
the church lets us come here and helps us with our Bronze Award. I see
God in people who are happy. I also see God in people here who help
people.

I like being a child at this church, especially, because I like going to WAC
and Sunday School and listening to Pastor Eileen’s sermons. The only
thing I don’t like about being a child is not being able to understand
some parts of the sermons. I have people in this church that help me
understand God and learn more about God like Hannah Hannover,
Pastor Eileen (of course!), Barbara Yungclas and many others.
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Celia Schrag
I love our church because no maAer how many mistakes I have made or
wrong things I have done, when I come here everyone makes me feel
welcome and part of the family. (Plus our pastor is one COOL KITTY!)
Everyday I see God working miracles beside us, for example: food at
ﬁrst, AMOS, and just so much more!
Lately we have been learning about lil, ol, Zacchaeus in Godly Play. My
favorite part is when Zacchaeus is in the sycamore tree and Jesus tells
him: “Hey yo I’m going to your house!”
I wonder how that would have felt? Would I have been nervous, excited,
maybe scared I had done something wrong?
I don’t know, but what I do know is that THIS CHURCH IS THE BEST and
so are the people!

Dorhauer listening tour links commitment to Just
World for All and Three Great Loves (exceprt)
April 12, 2017 Wri1en by Connie Larkman (ucc.org)
The Rev. John C. Dorhauer (UCC General Minister and President), with a
full schedule of speaking engagements in varied UCC seLngs across the
United States from April through June, plans to use his me at local
churches, mee ngs of regional clergy, and Conference Annual Mee ngs,
listening to the experiences of these faith communi es, asking them to
share ways their work expresses the UCC vision statement 'United in
Christ's love, a just world for all.'
Dorhauer is also oﬀering a preview of an all-church mission ini a ve
that will be introduced at General Synod, as part of the Just World for
All vision, 3 Great Loves: Love of Children, Love of Crea on, Love of
Neighbor. "How does your work express a love of children, a love of
crea on, and/or a love of neighbor?"
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Over the course of (the next) two years, the UCC na onal oﬃces will roll
out a series of causes for the church to rally around, and provide space
for the sharing of ministry, with the hope that through the collec ve
eﬀorts of the denomina on, signiﬁcant progress can be made toward
crea ng a just world for our children, God's crea on, and our neighbors.
"I have been traveling around witnessing the work of our churches. This
emphasis on 3 Great Loves isn't going to change much of what we are
already doing," said Dorhauer. "What will change is our ability to tell the
story more fully, and to narrate the impact of a mission we are all
collec vely engaged in. We are hoping to deepen the sense that we are
all in this together; and that together we make a profound diﬀerence in
our world."

We Are All Going To Die…
…so help your family know what to do when you do. I have a packet to
help you prepare details for your obituary, your body, and any
celebra on of your life that you might want. I’d be glad to send you a
copy (printed out or over e-mail), which you may then distribute to your
family or even keep on ﬁle here at the church. I know it may feel
morbid, but it is a giI to those who will mourn you. I am at
eileen@amesucc.org and 515-232-9323. –Pr. Eileen

Please Call Me by Pr. Eileen
Our church is full of helpers. We help people who don’t have food. We
help people with bills. We help with the coﬀee hour. We help with
funeral lunches. We help put on events.
But some mes some of us (not all) do not think to ask for help for
ourselves. For those of us with good jobs and a roof over our heads, it
may feel greedy to ask for prayers or meals or even a listening ear.
Yes, Jesus asks us to give all that we have to help the poor and to follow
him. He also teaches us to eat together and pray together and be in
genuine rela onship. Following Jesus includes keeping ourselves strong
and asking others for help when we cannot.
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I know exactly how hard this can be. When I get sick, I feel like I’m
leLng people down and don’t want to be a burden. When I’m worried
about my dad, I talk myself out of asking for prayers because at least he
has good insurance.
But when I hole up or put on a strong front (behind which I am pan ng
or crying), I am not allowing others to minister to me in ways they may
need as much as I do. And I’m not prac cing what I preach.
So if you could use a meal, or a prayer, or a witness to your story, please
ask. Please call me (515-231-8557) or Pastor Hannah (515-408-0228).

A Home for Everyone
On Tuesday, April 11, Pr. Eileen was honored
along with her fellow Story County Housing
Trust Fund Task Force members Jason Paull
(from First Chris an Church) and Steve
Ringlee (from Memorial Lutheran Church)
with a “A Home for Everyone” award from the
Ames Human Rela ons Commission. It is in
recogni on of their collec ve “eﬀorts to create a safe, welcome, and
equitable community for everyone in Ames.” This eﬀort to bring
addi onal funds into Story County for aﬀordable housing was originated
by our own Jan Flora and other members of the AMOS housing team.
The applica on for forma on of a permanent trust fund will be in by
July, with funds ready for dispersal by fall.

Thank You! by Pr. Eileen
A big thank to you everyone who has joined me, Pr. Hannah, Choir
Director Lesley Lackore, and Instrumentalist Sunny Stewart in leading
worship from January 1 through April 16 (not including ushers and
deacons). Any omissions are purely a maAer of poor record-keeping, not
a lack of apprecia on!
Allison Anderson, Melissa Asklof, Kevin Binder, Dan Coﬀey, Genya
Coﬀey, Fionn Coppoc, Jim Coppoc, Catherine DeLong, MaAhew
Elliwood, Barbara Faidley, LeVern Faidley, Debi Smith Ford, Ami Frank,
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Erin Frank, Sarah Frank, Burton Heginger, Eli Heginger, Grace Heginger,
NaneAe Heginger, Adelae Johnson, Anna Johnson, Annelise Johnson,
Dinah Kerksieck, Charles Kniker, Greg Lamont, Sue Lamont, Nick Lyon,
Alison McHenry, Adeline O’Neil, Laurie Olk, Jim Peake, Doug Pepe, Amy
Pilcher, Terry PoAer, Brandon Robinson, Ben Schrag, Celia Schrag,
Eli Schrag, Linda Shenk, Aidan ShenkCook, Ailis ShenkCook, Kris n
Shields, Carol Smith, Kim Spangler, Pat Spangler, LyneAe Spicer, Allen
Trenkle, Jean WaAs, Rich White, Greg Widener, Greg Wool, and Bill
Yungclas.

How to Listen to God: Book Review by Barbara Faidley
In our church we say God is S ll Speaking. Doug Hill’s How to Listen to
God shares short stories about diﬀerent ways God might speak to us:
Each chapter is a diﬀerent way God speaks to us.
The following are a few of the chapters: God speaks to us In our
prayers, In the Bible, Through Angels, In our Memories, In our Darkest
Hour and many more. As the author says, “God wants to speak to us and
[God] does! The problem is we don’t always hear what [God] is saying.”
This book is aimed at helping you hear God’s voice or more accurately,
God’s voices. AIer Hill created this book and read the stories to be
included, he says he now tries to go about his daily business with his
ears wide open. Hill is listening more carefully for the many voices of
the Holy Spirit.
This book is found in the sec on marked GOD in the Church Library.
Our second new book to be discussed is found under CHRISTIAN LIFE. It
is The Prac ce of Godliness by Jerry Bridges. The author examines what
it means to grow in Chris an character and helps us establish the
founda on upon which that character is built. The ﬁrst four chapters of
the book deal with the general theme of godliness, and the remaining
chapters consider important character traits of the godly person. These
include Joy, Humility, Self-Control, and Peace plus nine more character
traits.
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Children’s Book Reviews by Barbara Faidley
We have recently received a number of new childrens books in the
Church Library. Psalm Twenty-Three, illustrated by Tim Ladwig, depicts
this well-known Psalm against the backdrop of the inner city. Ladwig
depicts a contemporary black family living among urban dangers, a
family relying on the Lord as they thread their way through the riskﬁlled maze of daily life in the city. In the loving and giIed hands of this
illustrator, the book itself becomes an act of devo on, and as you turn
its pages and take in the words and the art together, you can hear a
prayer for the ages. Presently the book is in the book shelf at the back of
the sanctuary. Take a look. It is well worth it.
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Two other new books are about animals in Bible stories. One is My Bible
Animals Storybook by Dandi Daley Mackall. In this book aIer each story
about a diﬀerent animal there are always two pages with Amazing
Animal Facts, What It Means to Me, a Bible Verse, and a Prayer. Another
similar book is Animals of the Bible for Young Children by Marie-Helene
Delval. Each two page spread tells a paraphrased story from the bible
with an illustra on matching it. The stories use language and imagery
appropriate for children while remaining faithful to the spirit of the
biblical texts. At the end of the book there is a list of the stories and
where they are located in the bible

Join the Ames UCC Fellowship Hall on Facebook

Contact Ames UCC
217 6th Street, Ames, IA 50010
515-232-9323
oﬃce@amesucc.org

Mon 8:30 a.m.—12:00 p.m.
Tues-Thurs 8:30 a.m.—4:30 p.m.
24-hour pastoral emergencies:
515-428-1779
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Need more Ames UCC?
Find us at amesucc.org and @AmesUCC on
Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram.

United Church of Christ
217 Sixth Street
Ames, IA 50010

Ames UCC has a Facebook group for discussion and sharing in
community with each other. To join, add Pr. Eileen as a Facebook friend
and she will invite you.

